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PRESS STATEMENT  

 

49 WITNESSES TESTIFIED BEFORE THE PANEL OF THE PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE 

INCIDENTS DURING AND AFTER THE PUBLIC ASSEMBLY OF 28 APRIL 2012  

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the Commission) concluded its Public Inquiry into 

the Incidents During and After the Assembly of 28 April 2012, 29 days after its first hearing on 5 

July 2012.  A total of 49 witnesses including 19 members of the public, four members of the 

media, 18 police personnel and eight professional had given their testimonies before the three-

member Panel of Inquiry chaired by Datuk Dr Khaw Lake Tee and assisted by Commissioners Prof 

Datuk Dr Mahmood Zuhdi b Abdul Majid and Mr Detta Samen.  Most of the members of public 

and the media came on their own accord while the police personnel were called based on the list 

of names submitted by the Royal Malaysian Police or the testimonies of the witnesses at the 

hearings.  At today’s  hearing,  the three observers representing the Royal Malaysian Police, the 

Bar Council and Bersih 3.0 Assembly, were invited to make their submissions to the Panel for its 

consideration.  The Panel will consider all the testimonies and the submissions in the preparation 

of its report which it expects to complete and present by early February.    

 

The Commission had first announced its public inquiry on 21 May 2012.  The Inquiry was 

conducted pursuant to the complaints and memoranda received by the Commission on the 

alleged use of disproportionate force by the enforcement officers toward the participants and 

members of the media during and after the 28 April public assembly.  The Commission had also 

sent down its monitoring team during the public assembly.  This was the ninth public inquiry 

conducted by the Commission since its inception, of which half of the total number conducted 

were consequent upon complaints and memoranda on abuses and excessive use of force in 

dispersing the crowds during public assemblies. 

 



 

 

The Commission, in furtherance of the protection and promotion of human rights, has the power 

to inquire into complaints regarding infringements of human rights and should the complaint 

warrant  an inquiry, the Commission, under the  Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999 

(Act 597), has the power to procure and receive all such evidence and to summon any person(s) 

to give evidence.   In this regard, the Commission wishes to emphasise that its power to conduct 

this public inquiry into allegations of human rights violations is derived from Section 12 of the 

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999.  In conducting this inquiry, it is discharging its 

statutory duty and responsibilities to protect and promote human rights in the country as 

mandated by Act 597.   
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