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The World Conference on 
Human Rights

held in Vienna on 14-25 June 

1993 called for “the need to 

consider the possibility of 

establishing regional and sub-

regional arrangements for the 

promotion and protection of 

human rights where they do not 

already exist”.



All Except for Asia

As you all are probably aware all 

the continents, namely Europe, 

Americas and Africa have 

regional mechanism for the 

promotion and protection of 

human rights.

Asia for many reasons does not 

have such a mechanism.



SUHAKAM’S Readiness

It is only recently, probably in 

the last two years, that 

SUHAKAM emerges as a strong 

advocate for an ASEAN Human 

Rights Mechanism

Not because it does not believe 

in the need for a regional 

mechanism to promote & protect 

human rights.



SUHAKAM’S Readiness
Mainly in the early years of its 

establishment, SUHAKAM needs 
to concentrate on promotion and 
protection of human rights in 
Malaysia.

After 7 years of its existence, 
SUHAKAM is in position to play 
a active role in the promotion & 
protection human rights on a 
regional basis. 



SUHAKAM’S Activities

This year, SUHAKAM had 

hosted 2 roundtables to discuss 

Malaysia’s role in establishing 

an ASEAN Human Rights 

Mechanism.

These roundtables were followed 

by a meeting with Tan Sri Fuzi 

Haji Abdul Razak, the 

Malaysian member of HLTF.



Partnership

SUHAKAM believes in 
partnership with all 
stakeholders for the promotion 
and human rights.

Hence for these roundtables & 
its subsequent meeting with Tan 
Sri Fuzi, SUHAKAM invites 
Parliamentary HR Caucus, 
NGOs and academicians.



ASEAN’S Readiness

ASEAN also appears to be 
increasingly conscious of the need 
to promote and protect human 
rights. 

The Hanoi Plan of Action in 
1998 called on ASEAN states to 
enhance the exchange of 
information in the field of human 
rights in order to promote and 
protect all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.



ASEAN’S Readiness

The Vientiane Action Plan (VAP) 
Programme signed in 2004 
clearly shows human rights are 
an integral part of ASEAN 
overall objectives and priorities. 

Promotion of human rights is 
one of programme areas and 
measures in the ASEAN Security 
Community.



Strategies for Promoting 

Human Rights in the VAP

Among others, they include:

Formulation & adoption of MOU 

among existing NHRIs, 

Human right education

Establishment of an ASEAN 

commission on the rights of 

women and children



The Eminent People Group

In their report, the EPG said 

that they had discussed the 

possibility of setting up an 

ASEAN human rights 

mechanism and noted the 

worthy idea should be pursued 

further.



The ASEAN Charter

With such positive inclination 
towards the setting up an ASEAN 
mechanism, SUHAKAM feels that 
it should work with civil society 
and the Parliamentary Human 
Rights Caucus of Malaysia and 
the other NHRIs in ASEAN to 
make this a reality through 
ensuring its inclusion in the 
Charter.



The Reality

SUHAKAM is cognizant that 

while ASEAN as a whole shows 

an inclination towards 

promoting and protecting human 

rights in this region, there are 4 

ASEAN countries which are not 

keen on the establishment of a 

human rights mechanism.



The Barriers

In ASEAN, there are 4 countries 
with NHRIs.

Can a regional human rights be 
established with only 4 NHRIs.

Can the mechanism function 
effectively with 4 NHRIs.

Decisions are made by 
consensus.

Step-by-step – the ASEAN way.



SUHAKAM’s Recommendations

In spite of the various barriers, 

SUHAKAM has endeavoured to 

draft a mechanism on human 

rights based on the 1st RTD held 

on 12 March 2007.

These recommendations were 

tabled to the participants in the 

2nd RTD on 24 May 2007



It is SUHAKAM’s hope that the 
ASEAN Charter will include a 
definitive statement for the 
establishment of a regional 
human rights mechanism.




