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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

SUHAKAM’S NATIONAL INQUIRY REPORT INTO THE LAND RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

IN MALAYSIA 

 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the Commission) expresses its concern over the 

speculations made by various parties, including the Democratic Action Party (DAP) and the 

"Sarawak Report", among others, regarding the alleged withholding of the Commission’s 

National Inquiry Report on the Land Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Malaysia (National Inquiry). 

  

The Commission, as a National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) established under the Human 

Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999 (Act 597), wishes to stress that the right to release any 

of its reports is the sole and exclusive prerogative of the Commission. Since its inception in 

1999, the Commission, on its own motion, had released various reports, including reports of its 

previous inquiries on alleged human rights violations.   

 

In respect of its National Inquiry Report, and notwithstanding its past practices, the 

Commission, decided, after serious consideration, to defer the official release of the Report 

until after its first submission to the Federal Parliament. This decision is made pursuant to 

Section 21(3) of its founding Act which provides that ”the Commission may, whenever it 

considers it necessary to do so, submit special reports to Parliament in respect of any particular 

matter or matters referred to it, and the action taken in respect thereof.” 

 

Given the importance of the findings and recommendations of the National Inquiry to the 

wellbeing of Indigenous communities in Malaysia, the Commission sees the strong need for the 

Report of this first-ever National Inquiry on the land rights of the Indigenous Peoples to be 

submitted to the Federal Parliament, the Legislative Assemblies of the relevant States, the 

Federal Government as well as the relevant State Government so as to allow Parliamentarians, 

Members of Legislative Assemblies, as well as policy makers, to deliberate on the issues and 

recommendations raised in the report. Nevertheless, given the upcoming General Election and 

the dissolution of Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies, the Commission has decided to 

defer the release of the Report until a new Parliament and a new Federal Government as well 

as State Legislative Assemblies and State Governments are formed. It is the Commission’s 

earnest hope that given the importance of the findings of the National Inquiry and the many 

concrete recommendations contained therein, this National Inquiry on the land rights of the 

Indigenous Peoples of Malaysia will be fully deliberated in Parliament and the Legislative 

Assemblies and followed up in terms of the expeditious and effective implementation of the 



many recommendations and proposals contained in the report by the Federal Government as 

well the relevant State Governments, in the larger interests of the Indigenous communities. 

 

As a Paris Principles-compliant NHRI, the Commission wishes to reiterate its impartiality and 

independence in discharging its statutory mandates relating to promotion and protection of 

human rights of all peoples in Malaysia. 
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