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PRESS STATEMENT 

THE RIGHT TO A PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY MUST BE RESPECTED 

 

The Human Rights of Commission of Malaysia (the Commission) welcomes the readiness of the police to facilitate 

the upcoming “Himpunan Kebangkitan Rakyat” rally to be held on Saturday 12 January 2013 as expressed by the 

Inspector-General of Police (IGP) Tan Sri Ismail Osman. The Commission further welcomes the positive dialogue 

between the police and the rally organisers on 8 January to ensure the exercise of the public’s fundamental right 

to freedom of assembly is fully observed in the upcoming rally.  

 

The Commission further welcomes the assurance of the IGP to ensure the visibility of the names and badge 

numbers of the police personnel during field operations as recommended by the Commission in response to the 

findings of the previous public inquiries pertaining to the allegations of use of excessive force by the authorities 

during public rallies.  

 

Whilst the Commission notes that media representatives attending the rally will be provided with special 

identification tags issued by the police in addition to the existing official government-issued press tags, it hopes 

that those media representatives without the police-issued press tags will enjoy the same protection and respect 

when discharging their official duty. 

 

As a National Human Rights Institution that has been dealing with the issue of freedom of assembly since 

inception, the Commission reiterates its call to the authorities to respect and fulfil human rights commitments the 

Government has made at both national and international levels as well as to comply with international human 

rights norms towards improving the state of human rights in the country.  

 

Since much is at stake both for the image of the police as well as of the country, the Commission hopes that the 

police will conduct themselves in a highly professional manner and emulating the best practices of other police 

forces in the world and continue to improve from the deficiencies of the previous experience. Indeed, the 

Commission is confident that with the new positive attitude shown by its top leadership the police can and will live 

up to the expectations of the public. On the same note, the Commission also calls upon the organisers and 

participants to fulfil their responsibilities towards promoting a peaceful assembly. 
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