
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

21 – 22 APRIL 2011, KUALA LUMPUR 

 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) with support from the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) organised a Training Workshop on the 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on 21 – 22 April 2011 at the office of SUHAKAM in Kuala Lumpur. 

The workshop was attended by 25 participants comprising of Commission Members and staff. 

 

The main objectives of the workshop were to enhance the knowledge and skills of the participants on 

the UPR mechanism as well as to assist the Commission to develop effective strategies in monitoring 

the implementation of the UPR outcomes. The two-day workshop was conducted by Mr. Jong-Gil 

Woo, Human Rights Officer of the OHCHR Regional Office for South East Asia in Bangkok, who 

specializes in UPR process and follow-up. 

 

Prior to the workshop, the Commission and Mr. Woo jointly facilitated two briefing sessions for 

representatives of several Government agencies and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) on 20 April 

2011. The main focus of both sessions was to discuss the respective roles of these key stakeholders 

in the follow-up process. Most of the representatives found the sessions useful and informative and 

they were able to exchange views and suggestions with regard to the implementation of the UPR 

recommendations. The sessions also flagged the important need for the Commission to play its 

bridging role between the Government and CSOs in the follow-up process. 

 

The Commission was further pleased to note some positive changes concerning the UPR process 

following the recent Human Rights Council (HRC) review. They include a separate section for ‘A’-

accredited National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) in the Stakeholders Summary as well as ‘A’-

accredited NHRI’s right to intervene during the adoption of the outcome of the review by the 

Plenary.  

 

Whilst the Commission recognises the primary role of the State to implement the outcome of the 

UPR as enshrined in Paragraph 33 of the HRC Resolution 5/1, it believes that other stakeholders 

should also play their respective role to improve the human rights situation on the ground. The 

Commission, as part of its follow-up efforts, has formed an Internal Follow-up Committee and 

published a simplified booklet on the UPR process for public consumption. It will also continue 

working closely with various key stakeholders at the local, regional and international levels in the 

UPR follow-up.  

 

Background information on Malaysia’s UPR Review 

The UPR review for Malaysia took place during the 4
th

 Session of the UPR held on 2 – 13 February 

2009.  During the session, Malaysia adopted 62 recommendations, rejected 22 recommendations 

and reserved comments on 19 recommendations. The response to the 19 reservations was provided 

on June 2009 during the outcome report of Malaysia at the 11
th

 HRC Regular Session.  



For more information on the UPR on Malaysia, please visit: 

http://www.suhakam.org.my/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=14659&folderId=32094&name=D

LFE-10504.pdf 
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