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Definition of Outlook

 Refers to a general attitude , 
that is, your attitude towards 
human rights.

 What is likely to happen/the 
probable future  for human 
rights.

 A view from a particular place, 
that is, what is it like from the 
human rights perspective.



Outlook for Human Rights

 Has increasingly become a way 
of life worldwide.

 Human rights is the bedrock of 
democracy.

 The right to choose the 
government (Article 21 of the 
UDHR).



…Outlook for Human Rights

 Nations have been sanctioned 
by UN members for ill 
treatment of its citizens, 
suppression of the freedom of 
speech and movement.

 These are rights of everyone as 
stated in Article 5, 19 and 13 of 
UDHR respectively.



Universal Periodic Review 

(UPR)

 The importance of human rights in the 
international arena is seen in the 
creation of the UPR by the UN 
General Assembly on 15 March 2006.

 Its purpose to assess the human rights 
situations in all 192 UN Member 
States. 

 Every Member State is required to 
report on its human rights situation 
once every four years.



…Universal Periodic Review

 On 11 February 2009, Malaysia 
went under the UPR before the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC). 

 Malaysia had to declare its human 
rights practices, what actions had 
been undertaken to improve the 
human rights situations and how it 
had fulfilled its human rights 
obligations before the UNHRC. 



UN’s Concern with Human 

Rights

 The atrocities of the two world 
wars.

 Realization by the international 
community that “recognition of 
the inherent dignity and of the 
equal and inalienable rights of 
all members of the human family 
is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world. 



The leaders of the world’s 
nations met in late 1945 to 
form the United Nations



UN and Human Rights

 The Charter of the UN refers to 
human right in its preamble and  in 
6 of its articles. 

 The relevant part of the preamble  
reads:
“We, the peoples of the United Nations 
[are] determine –

… to reaffirm faith in fundamental 
human rights of men and women and 
of nations large and small”.



…UN Charter & Human Rights

 Articles 2, 55, 56, 62, 64 and 68 
of the Charter concern human  
rights.

 Article 2 pertains to the 
development of friendly relations 
based on the respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-
determination of the people.            



…UN Charter & Human Rights

 Among others, Article 55 states 
that the UN shall promote … “(c) 
universal respect for and 
observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedom for all 
without distinction of as to race, …”

 Article 68 empowers the Economic 
& Social Council to set up 
commissions  for  the promotion of 
human rights



Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR)

 In accordance with the 
provision  under Article 68, the 
Commission on Human Rights 
was set up.

 Eleanor Roosevelt was 
appointed to chair the 
Commission in 1946.



UDHR: Its Beginning

 The Commission’s view was that the 
declaration should be a relatively 
short and inspirational document 
and should be the foundation and 
central document for an 
international bill of human rights.

 UDHR was the outcome
 It was adopted by the UN General 

Assembly on 10 December  1948.



UN Declaration

 Is an international statement of 
importance and has high moral 
and often political significance.

 Unlike a treaty, it is not binding 
in international law.

 UDHR is to used as an 
international standard for 
human rights.



UDHR

 Sets  out to be a standard of rights 
for all people everywhere – male or 
female, rich or poor, black or white, 
communist or capitalist.

 Preamble acknowledges that all 
members of the human family have 
equal and inalienable right to the 
inherent  dignity and through that  
recognition  provides “ the 
foundation of freedom, justice & 
peace in the world.”



UDHR

 Besides the Preamble, UDHR 
consists of 30 articles setting forth 
basic human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for men and 
women everywhere without 
discrimination.

 Articles 3-21 deal with civil and 
political rights.

 Articles 22-27 pertain to economic, 
social and cultural rights. 



UDHR: Article 1

 Article 1 lays the philosophical 
postulates upon which the 
Declaration is based:
All human beings are born free and 
equal in dignity and rights. They are 
endowed with reason and conscience and 
should act towards one another in a 
spirit of brotherhood.

 Basic assumption: the right to 
liberty and equality is man’s birth 
right & cannot be alienated.



UDHR: Article 2

 This Article sets out the basic 
principle of equality and non-
discrimination as regards the 
enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms – race, 
gender, language or religion.

 Para 2 states that UDHR is 
applicable to all countries and 
territories regardless of their 
status.



UDHR: Articles 3-21

 Civil and political rights.
 Article 3 proclaims 3 fundamental 

and related rights: the right to life, 
right to liberty & right to security.

 The other articles relate freedom 
from slavery & servitude; freedom 
from torture & cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or 
punishment, the right to judicial 
remedy, freedom of movement,  etc



UDHR: Article 22-27

 Economic, social and cultural 
rights.

 Are the rights to which everyone is 
entitled as “a member of society”.

 The rights are to be  realized thro’ 
national effort and international 
cooperation.

 The extent of the  realization of 
these rights depend upon the 
resources of each State. 



…UDHR: Article 22-27

These rights include 
 the right to work; 
 the right to rest and leisure; 
 the right to adequate standard 

of living for health & well-being;
 the right to education; and 
 the right to participate in 

cultural life.



UDHR: Article 28-30

 Recognizes that everyone is 
entitled to a social and 
international order in which all 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are to be realized.

 Stresses the duties & 
responsibilities which each 
individual owes to this 
community.



UDHR: Article 29(2) states 

 In the exercise of his rights and 
freedoms, everyone shall be subject 
only to such limitations as are 
determined by law solely for the 
purpose of securing due recognition 
and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting 
the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general 
welfare in a democratic society.



Human Rights Outlook in ASEAN

Shows a progressive inclusion of 
human rights in its agenda.

 In 1997, ASEAN adopted the ASEAN 
Vision 2020, which envisages the 
development of “a community of caring 
societies” – “vibrant and open ASEAN 
societies consistent with their 
respective national identities where all 
people enjoy equitable access to 
opportunities for total human 
development.” 



...Human Rights Outlook in 

ASEAN: ASEAN Vision 2020

 A peaceful and stable SEA 
where each nation is at peace 
with itself through abiding 
respect for justice and the rule of 
law.

 For the Vision to be achieved in 
its true form, ASEAN has to 
adhere to human rights and 
justice.



Hanoi Plan of Action (1999-2004)

 This Plan  shows  that ASEAN states 
increasingly conscious of the need to 
promote and protect human rights. 

 It calls upon ASEAN states to 
enhance the exchange of information 
in the field of human rights among 
ASEAN countries in order to promote 
and protect HRs & fundamental 
freedom in accordance with UN 
Charter, UNHR & Vienna 
Declaration & Programme of Action.



Declaration of ASEAN Concord 

II (“Bali Concord II) (2003)

 The Bali Concord II elaborates the 
promoting and protection of human 
rights in ASEAN.

 The promotion & protection of 
human rights is under the purview of 
ASEAN Security Community (ASC).

NB. The other two communities are ASEAN 
Economic Community & ASEAN Socio-cultural 
Community



Bali Concord II (2003)

Among the activities under the 
purview of ASC are:
i) establishing a network among 

existing human rights mechanism;
ii) protecting vulnerable groups 

including women, children, people 
with disabilities & migrant 
workers;

iii) promoting education & public 
awareness on human rights.



Vientiane Action Plan 

(2004-2010)

 The VAP Programme signed in 
2004 clearly shows human rights 
are an integral part of ASEAN 
overall objectives and priorities. 

 Promotion of human rights is one 
of programme areas and 
measures in the ASEAN Security 
Community.



VAP (2004-10)

In the promotion of human rights, 
among others the VAP: 

1. To stock-take existing human 
rights mechanism and equivalent 
bodies, including sectoral bodies 
promoting the rights of women & 
children.

2. To establish a network of 
cooperation among existing human 
rights mechanism and formulate a 
Memorandum of Understanding. 



VAP (2004-10)

3. To promote education and public 
awareness on human rights.

4. To elaborate on an ASEAN 
instrument on the protection and 
promotion of the rights of migrant 
workers.

5.  To establish an ASEAN 
commission on the promotion & 
protection of the rights of women 
& children.



ASEAN Charter

 Article 14 of the Charter provides for 
the setting up of an ASEAN human 
right body.

 The High Level Panel (HLP) on the 
ASEAN  Human Rights Body was 
tasked to draft the Term of 
Reference (ToR).

 The HLP had its second meeting 
with civil society in KL in March to 
update them on the status of the ToR 



ASEAN Human Rights Body

 The HLP on ASEAN Human 
Rights Body had completed its 
work and presented the ToR at the 
42nd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
in Phuket at the end of July 2009 
for approval and adoption.

 Is known as the ASEAN Inter-
governmental Human Rights 
Commission.  



ASEAN Inter-governmental 
Human Rights Commission 
(AIGHRC)
 This Commission is expected to be 

formally launched in October 
during the ASEAN Summit.

 During this period between 
adoption and launching, the 
ASEAN member states are 
expected to select and appoint their 
representatives.



National Human Rights 

Institutions (NHRIs)

 Only 4 ASEAN member states have 
NHRIs.

 Cambodia is in the process of 
establishing its NHRIs.

 At least 3 ASEAN member states 
are known to be quite cold towards 
to the establishment of any human 
rights mechanism.



… National Human Rights 

Institutions (NHRIs)

 The probability of these three 
countries to establish their NHRI 
is rather remote.

 Given the apprehension of the 
majority of the ASEAN member 
states to human rights, it is not 
unexpected that AIGHRC leans 
toward promotion of human rights



Human Rights Outlook in 

Malaysia

 The Human Rights Commission in 
Malaysia (SUHAKAM) was 
established by an act of Parliament 
(Act 597).

 The Act came into force on 9.9.99.
 The first set of 13 commissioners 

took office on 24 April 2000.
 The Act charges the Commission 

with 4 functions.



Functions of SUHAKAM

1. To promote awareness of and 
provide education in relation to 
human rights;

2. To advise and assist the 
Government in formulating 
legislation and administrative 
directives and procedures and 
recommend the necessary 
measures to be taken;



Functions of SUHAKAM

3. To recommend to the 
Government with regard to the 
subscription or accession of 
treaties and other 
international instruments in 
the field of human rights;

4. To inquire into complaints 
regarding infringements of 
human rights.



Awareness of Human Rights 

 Definitely many people are 
cognizant of human rights, even in 
rural areas.

 Evidence: complaints lodged with 
SUHAKAM.

 Human rights are taught in Civic & 
Citizenship, and Moral Education.

 SUHAKAM conducts human rights 
awareness programmes & 
education.



Protection of Human Rights

 SUHAKAM visits prisons, lockups 
and detention centres.

 Investigates complaints e.g. death 
in custody, alleged use of force by 
enforcement personnel, wrongful 
dismal, health hazards and delay in 
issuing identity documents.

 Conducts public inquiry when there 
is gross violation of human rights. 



Government’s Attitudes 

towards Human Rights

 Many ministries, government 
departments and agencies do not like 
SUHAKAM.

 Nobody enjoys being monitored.
 Yet, they recognize it is a necessity 

and a current way of life.
 Several ministries, government 

departments & agencies have human 
rights desk/focal point.






