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EDITOR, NEWS DESK             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

PRESS STATEMENT 
 

INDEPENDENT PANEL MUST BE INDEPENDENT AND IMPARTIAL 
 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the Commission) takes note of the establishment of the 

Independent Panel by the Government to investigate into various allegations of the use of 

unnecessary force by the police in dispersing participants of the public assembly held on 28 April 

2012, which was organised to call for reforms in the electoral system.   It also takes note of the calls 

made by a number of human rights and professional groups, as well as other members of civil society, 

for the Commission to conduct its own inquiry.  

 
The Commission is fully cognisant of its mandate to inquire into allegations of human rights violations 

and was looking into the complaints it had received from members of the public on the said event 

before deciding on the appropriate course of action, even as it was at that time in the process of 

finalising and making public the report of its just-completed inquiry into the allegations of violations 

of human rights, including the use of excessive force by the authorities prior and during the public 

assembly on 9 July 2011. This Report has subsequently been released on 4 May 2012, which the 

Commission fervently hopes, will be seriously considered by all the parties concerned, particularly the 

authorities. 
 

It is extremely important that any such inquiry into the public assembly event of 28 April 2012 be 

conducted expeditiously, but also with great care so as to ensure that its process and outcome will 

put the matter to rest, once and for all, and will restore public confidence in the authorities, which is 

an essential attribute of a fully functional democracy which the people aspire for, and the 

Government is committed to achieve.  In this regard, the Commission awaits the determination of the 

terms of reference of the Panel in the hope and expectation that they are consistent with the 

requirements of an inquiry that will conduct its work in a manner that is independent, impartial, 

transparent, and with integrity and without fear or favour, that is expected by the public.  

 
The Commission remains seized of the matter and will continue to study the complaints and 

submissions from various groups, as well as media reports, pertaining to various incidences that 

transpired on that day. 
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