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EDITOR, NEWS DESK             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PRESS STATEMENT 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR THE NATIONAL INQUIRY INTO THE LAND RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  
TO COMMENCE IN SARAWAK 

 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the Commission), after reviewing recorded statements, evidences and 

documents obtained during its public consultation sessions held from June to September last year has identified 

key categories of alleged violations of rights to native land, which include encroachment into or disposition of 

native land, administration of land matters, gazette of native land into Forest, Wildlife and Water Catchment 

Reserves and Parks, as well as plantation schemes and other commercial development projects, and the issue of 

compensation.   

 
The next stage of the National Inquiry process will be the Public Hearings where witnesses from representative 

cases, and relevant authorities, companies and experts will appear before the Panel of Inquiry to clarify pertinent 

legal, policy and procedural issues. The first series of Public Hearings will commence in Sarawak where more than 

100 witnesses are scheduled to appear before the three-member Panel of Inquiry chaired by the Chairman of the 

Commission, Tan Sri Hasmy Agam, and assisted by Commissioners Detta Samen and James Nayagam and 

independent consultants, Dato’ Ranita Mohd Hussein and Andrew Khoo.  The Public Hearings, which will be held in 

Dewan Masyarakat Serian (27 February-1 March), Dewan Suarah Sibu (3-5 March), Dewan Suarah Bintulu (7-10 

March) and Dewan Suarah Miri (12-14 March), are open to the public and the media.   

 
The next Public Hearings for the National Inquiry into the Land Rights of Indigenous Peoples will be held in the 

Peninsula between April – May, and Sabah in June. 

 
The National Inquiry is conducted pursuant to the various complaints and memoranda received by the Commission 

since its inception, which is in accordance to section 12(1) of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999 

that would enable the Commission to identify the problems faced by the indigenous communities in Malaysia in 

realising their rights to land and the effects of this problem to the rights of the indigenous communities as 

enshrined in the Federal Constitutions and international procedures. The Commission will then formulate 

strategies and recommendations to the Federal and State governments and other relevant stakeholders to ensure 

that the land rights of the indigenous peoples are protected, respected and realised. 
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