
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON SUSTAINABLE ACCESS TO CLEAN 

WATER IN SARAWAK  

 

SUHAKAM organized a Roundtable Discussion (RTD) on January 28, 2010 to 

discuss issues and obtain information on the access to clean water in 

Sarawak. The presenters consisted of three speakers from the government 

sector, 2 from NGOs and 4 various indigenous community leaders in Sarawak. 

Seventy six participants, comprising government representatives, community 

leaders, NGOs, representatives from the private sector and interested 

individuals, attended the RTD. Three Human Rights Commissioners were 

present to moderate the discussion and they are Dr Mohammad Hirman Ritom 

Abdullah, Datuk Dr Chiam Heng Keng, and Tunku Datuk Nazihah Tunku 

Mohamed Rus.  

 

Access to a regular supply of safe water as a human right was one of the 

main issue discussed at the RTD. Other issues include the inaccessibility of 

about 41.7% of rural areas in Sarawak to treated water; denial of accessibility 

to treated water in urban areas where there is 100% of accessibility to 

treated water due to affordability to pay for pipe connection; water pollutant 

due to the uncontrolled development projects, factories, logging, agriculture 

and quarries; impact of unsafe water on people’s health; need for more 

gazetted catchment areas; long drought periods in areas depending on 

alternative water sources; and  the high cost of operation and maintenance of 

the water supply.  

 

Among the recommendations SUHAKAM makes to the government are the 

affirmative steps to be taken to respect, protect and fulfil the people’s right to 

clean water, not only with regard to accessibility to treated water but also to 

legislate and monitor water pollutants from factories, logging, agricultural 

ventures, quarries and other development projects. In addition, the 

government has to include people living near areas earmarked for 

development in the decision making process. This is to guarantee that 



development and progress benefit the people apart from being 

environmentally friendly.  

 


