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PRESS STATEMENT 
 

THE SETTING UP OF A PARLIAMENTRY SELECT COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS WELCOMED 
 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) warmly welcomes the move to set up a 

permanent Parliamentary Select Committee on Human Rights, as announced by the Minister in the Prime 

Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz, which will provide an important forum for 

Members of Parliament to discuss the findings of the Commission’s annual report and to address human 

rights issues raised by the Commission.   

 
While SUHAKAM has, for the past 13 years, prepared and submitted its annual reports to Parliament in 

time for its first sitting of the year, and has been consistently urging the Government to table the reports 

for debate by the members of Parliament -- which the Commission will continue to do so until its 

realisation, consistent with the practice in many other countries that have National Human Rights 

Institutions -- it nevertheless regards the move to set up a permanent Parliamentary Select Committee on 

Human Rights as a positive step in the right direction towards the improvement of the human rights 

situation in the country. It is hoped that the permanent Parliamentary Select Committee will be 

established expeditiously so as to enable it to discuss the Commission's next annual report.  

 
In furtherance of its functions as the national human rights institution, the Commission, as an advisory 

body without enforcement and prosecution powers, will continue to play its statutory role of promoting 

human rights awareness, inquiring into complaints regarding infringements of human rights and advising 

the Government and its relevant authorities on matters pertaining to the formulation of laws and policies 

and their implementation to ensure consistency between the national laws and that they are in 

compliance with international human rights principles and norms, specifically the Universal Declarations 

of Human Rights 1948 (UDHR).  In fulfilling its mandate,  the Commission looks forward to strong and 

continuing support by all stakeholders, including, in particular, Members of Parliament. 
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