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PRESS STATEMENT 

 
 

THE WORK OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS MUST BE RESPECTED AND RECOGNISED 
 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the Commission) has been following closely the issue relating 

to Suaram and in this regard welcomes the assurances made by the Prime Minister YAB Dato’ Seri Najib 

Tun Abdul Razak, to push for more democratic reforms in response to growing demands for greater civil 

liberties.  Nonetheless, the Commission views with great concern the manner in which the current 

investigations into the affairs and accounts of Suaram are being conducted, publicised and reported.   The 

Commission urges all parties involved in the current investigations to act not only in accordance with the 

law and established processes but in line with the spirit and intent of the Prime Minister’s assurances.   

 
 
The Commission wishes to emphasise that freedom of expression and freedom of association are central 

to human rights, which are guaranteed under the Federal Constitution and provided in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.  The 1998 UN Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, 

Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognised Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms (formerly known as the Universal Declaration on Human Rights Defender) among 

others, recognises human rights defenders, of which Suaram is one, and their legitimate activities to 

protect and promote human rights including the receipt of funds from abroad in respect to defending 

human rights.  Human rights defenders should be allowed to function freely, operate in an enabling and 

safe environment, and have the freedom to determine their statutes, structure and activities. 

 
 
In this regard, the Commission calls upon the Government to continue upholding and promoting human 

rights through, inter alia,  positive partnerships with various stakeholders, including business and civil 

society that will contribute towards ensuring strong democratic governance in the country.  This is 

important and is very much in line with the expressed intention of the Prime Minister to move the 

country forward towards becoming a fully functioning democracy – which requires that domestic human 

rights policies and practices are fully compliant with universally accepted principles and norms.  This will 



reflect well on Malaysia as a member of the UN Human Rights Council and contribute positively to 

enhancing its international image as a human rights respecting nation.   

 
The Commission will engage  with the parties concerned, including Government departments and 

agencies and other enforcement bodies to obtain important feedback on the issue.   

 

 

-END- 

 

 

“HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL”  
TAN SRI HASMY AGAM 
Chairman 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) 
1 October 2012 


