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PRESS STATEMENT 

 
POSITIVE MOVES TOWARD UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE  

IN THE REFORM OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND  
THE REVIEW OF RESTRICTIVE MEDIA LAWS  

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) welcomes the announcement 

made by the Prime Minister, YAB Datuk Seri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak, on the 

proposed formation of the Parliamentary Select Committee on electoral reforms and 

the review of media censorship laws.   

 

The Commission, in its Annual Report 2007, had put forth recommendations with 

regard to free and fair elections, which among others, include equal access to media, 

longer campaign period and automatic registration of all eligible voters.  It hopes that 

the Select Committe will be given ample time to discuss the many concerns that have 

been expressed by various groups and will set forth recommendations for a reform in 

the electoral system during the next two sittings of Parliament and in time for the 

next General Election.   

 

Related to the importance of having free and fair elections, the Commission also 

wishes to reiterate its call for the review of existing laws relating to the media that 

restrict freedom of expression, in particular the Printing Presses and Publications Act 

1984.  In upholding transparency and accountability and ensuring checks and 

balances, the Commission had recommended for a self-regulatory media council that 

will not only ensure press freedom but also ensure ethical and responsible journalism.  

 

 

 



In commending the move to establish the Parliamentary Select Committee on 

electoral reforms, the Commission wishes to urge the Government to also consider 

the formation of another Select Committee to look into human rights matters as an 

additional measure in upholding the rights of the people, thereby further the 

parliamentary democratic system in the country.  
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