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Rationale

For 53 years Malaysia as a young and vibrant nation has undergone an interesting nation building 
exercise based on a rich heritage of different ethnic, language and religious communities. The different 
histories of these communities have slowly distilled into what is now called a Malaysian nation. 
This is treasured, celebrated and acknowledged by young and old in Malaysia and appreciated the 
world over. We are proud of what has been achieved and yet we continue to search for the next steps 
forward towards a Malaysia that lives, believes and practices non-discrimination as its core value. We 
believe this should lead towards a zero-racism framework for the nation and we seemed to be reaching 
this goal. 

The nation has immense potential to reach a “Mecca” that truly reflects healthy mixed “rojak-fruit 
salad” situation where everyone has a place under the Malaysian sun. There are numerous examples in 
our daily lives that affirm ordinary citizens’ expression of their Malaysian identity. This can be seen in 
friendships, relationships and day to day activities that flourish towards “social cohesion” in our 
country. This is a celebration, an exhortation which should be emulated by Malaysians from all walks 
of life and political affiliations.

To reach this goal, a nation must firstly acknowledge its present reality. In Malaysia it is commonly 
perceived that Malaysians are still divided based on their ethnicity whether in education, health care, 
finance and welfare. The very consciousness of ethnic identities permeates every community and this is 
felt both in the public and private sectors. Our history of wanting to achieve an economic balance 
amongst Malaysians has resulted in some affirmative actions to support a large section of our society. 
This trend has in fact influenced national policies, laws and institutions, as well as operations in the 
private sector until today. 
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The political landscape of Malaysia within both the ruling and opposition parties unfortunately also 
reflects the historical baggage of ethnic divide even in the national public sphere. Many parties are 
ethnic based a legacy of our political history. But it is being challenged by a nation which is searching 
for another type of landscape that can incorporate a more equitable political balance that gives equal 
voices to all Malaysians.

To our credit, the nation has opened up to new politics since the general elections of March 2008. There 
is now a newly carved positive space for open discussions and debates to elevate Malaysia to becoming 
a country that upholds non-discrimination and embodies the spirit of the rights embedded in the 
Malaysian Constitution. The youth of today have started their conversations to take the nation to the 
next stage where racial barriers will diminish. The cyber space has provided a new discussion venue for 
critical voices, an important and constructive element for nation building.

Despite these efforts and positive developments, as in many other nations, the racial card still rears its 
ugly head to fan the fire for populist political agenda of many groups. New groups have emerged to 
champion causes based on certain racial agenda and some have resorted to extreme measures by using 
threats and intimidation tactics. When they are not reprimanded by the government of the day, a wrong 
signal is sent and when this happens often enough, it will disgustingly receive national  attention.  

It is in this context that we need more spaces & platforms for open and constructive discussions by all 
stakeholders in the country. KOMAS established the Non-Discrimination program since 2004 and now 
we are organising the National Conference on non-discrimination with the theme “Malaysia on the 
Path to Non-Discrimination – Making it Possible” and a Photo Exhibition. This is done with the co-
organizing support of Malaysian Human Rights Commission (SUHAKAM) and Institute of Ethnic 
Studies (KITA), UKM.

Organized By;                                                                                      With the support of;



Objectives:

• The objective of the conference is to provide a multi-stake holder platform to have an open 
space constructive discussion on race-related issues and propose forward looking ideas on 
overcoming racial based issues in Malaysia.

• To affirm and appreciate the best practice models that exist in Malaysia that can be replicated 
and the global standards of anti-racism that exist   

• To have a deeper understanding of the current situation of racism in Malaysia and where do we 
stand in the global context

• To give voice to the young people on issues of racism in Malaysia.

Komas Non-discrimination Program Background

The KOMAS Non-Discrimination program was established in 2004 and since then it has been 
actively involved in advocating non-discrimination issues especially focused on ethnicity and 

race relations in Malaysia. This program is very relevant in our multi ethnic country where the 
political arena and socio-economic situation is often marked by race based politics.

The aim of this program is to change attitudes and raise awareness among the general public on 
issues relating to ethnicity and race relations. We also try to provide a safe platform for the general 
public to understand and critically discuss issues of race and ethnicity which is often deemed sensitive 
and a threat to national security.

As part of this program, we have produced many tools to help our quest to spread this message. 
For instance KOMAS has produced a series of short video films “Bangsa Malaysia series” which 
discuss a range of issues including stereotyping, prejudice and race discrimination. Other than that, we 
have also produced a short feature film “Gadoh” about race relations between students from two 
different ethnic groups. We have also produced a cartoon booklet “Sweeping Dirt Under the carpet” 
which also focuses on similar issues.

KOMAS also has been conducting workshops, trainings and discussions in the local levels to 
bring awareness for the past 7 years, but the question is where do we go from here? 
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In the current situation of Malaysia, the effort to promote non-discrimination on ethnicity is an 
ongoing process and it is important to understand how the perception of inequality has been engraved 
in the minds of society and how decisions that are made promoting racism are further dividing the 
society. 

SUHAKAM Background

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) was established by an act of 
Parliament in 1999 for the protection and promotion of human rights in Malaysia.  The Commission 
has the mandate to promote awareness of and provide education in relation to human rights, to advise 
and assist the Government in formulating legislation and administrative directives and procedures and 
recommend the necessary measures to be taken, to recommend to the Government with regard to the 
subscription or accession of treaties and other international instruments in the field of human rights, 
and to inquire into complaints regarding infringements of human rights.

SUHAKAM consists of a few Working Groups and Committees which deal with its own 
functions respectively. Under the Education and Promotion Working Group (EWG), we organize 
human rights trainings and workshops to the public at large, and also to specific groups such as the 
enforcement agencies and school children.  EWG also conducts trainings on various human rights 
issues and liaises with other human rights organizations locally and internationally to promote and 
provide education in relation to these specific issues.

I
Institute of Ethnic Studies UKM

The Institute of Ethnic Studies was officially established on the 8th of October 2007. It is the 
only full-fledged research institute in Malaysia focusing specifically on ‘ethnic studies.’ KITA activities 
encourage cross disciplinary activities which largely involves three main sectors which are public, 
private and the community sector. Thus KITA adopts an non-exclusive approach in conducting its 
activities.
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Programme

6th October 2011 Topic

8.45 am – 9.00 pm Registration

9.00 am – 10.00 am Official Opening

10.00 am – 10.20 am Tea Break

10.20 am – 12.30 am Session 1 : Malaysia and Racism – Where do we stand?

12.30 pm – 2.00 pm Lunch

2.00 pm – 4.00 pm Session 2: Political Parties and Racism … A Revamp?

4.00pm – 4.30 pm Tea Break

4.30pm – 6.00 pm Group Discussion:  Ideas that work to change the Racism 
Landscape in Malaysia, How?  
- Community Level
- Policy Level
- Skills and Knowledge
- Law

6.00 pm – 7.00 pm Dinner

7.30 pm – 9.30 pm Launch of Photo Exhibition

7th October 2011 Topic

9.00 am – 11.00 am Session 3: A Nations Vision – How Many Malaysia's we 
have? 1, 2 or more

11.00 am – 11.15 am Tea Break

11.15 am – 1.15 pm Session 4: Youth; hope for change or perpetrators of Racism 
(GADOH screening and Discussion with panel of youth)

1.15 pm – 2.15 pm Lunch

2.15 pm – 4.15 pm Session 5: Best Practices – How do Malaysians break the 
racial divide

4.15 pm – 4.30 pm Tea Break

4.30 pm – 5.30 pm Closing Ceremony

Thank you Speeches




