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EDITOR, NEWS DESK                                             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

PRESS STATEMENT 

 

THE REPEAL OF  THE EMERGENCY ORDINANCES, THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT 
AND THE REVIEW OF EXISTING SECURITY LAWS AND OTHER RELATED LAWS ARE 

POSITIVE MOVE TOWARDS THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN MALAYSIA 

 
 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia warmly welcomes the announcement by the Honourable 

Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak to annul the existing Proclamations of Emergency, to 

repeal the Internal Security Act 1960 (ISA) as well as the Banishment Act 1959, and to review and amend 

or repeal laws which are no longer relevant, including the Restricted Residence Act 1933, the Printing 

Presses and Publications Act 1984 and Section 27 of the Police Act 1967. 

 

The Commission is gratified by these latest moves by the Government and wishes to commend the Prime 

Minister for his historic and bold decision on the scrapping of the emergency ordinances, the ISA and the 

other restrictive laws which has long been clamoured for and awaited by the people, and persistently 

urged upon by this Commission ever since its establishment. 

 

This much-welcomed announcement came in time for all Malaysians to celebrate Malaysia Day and is a 

positive move towards the overall improvement of the of the human rights situation in the country. It is 

very much in the spirit of the Prime Minister's own "1Malaysia" approach and in keeping with his pledge 

to comprehensively review the Internal Security Act when he assumed office in 2009. 

 

It is the Commission's earnest hope and expectation that this decision will be carried out expeditiously, 

thereby heralding a new era for Malaysia as it advances towards becoming a developed country in 2020 

and takes its place among the ranks of nations that strongly and consistently respect, safeguard and 

promote human rights in all its aspects.  In keeping with this new direction for the nation, based on a 

recognition of the realities of the times and the needs, aspirations and wisdom of the people, we 

earnestly hope that the Government will make renewed and more focused efforts towards acceding to 

the core human rights instruments, of which Malaysia has only ratified three, with reservations. 



 

In enacting any new and necessary legislations pertaining to national security the Commission would urge 

the Government to ensure that these laws would not only be in compliance with the provisions of the 

Federal Constitution but also with international human rights principles and norms, specifically as 

enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which Malaysia is duty-bound to uphold as a 

responsible member of the United Nations and current member of the UN Human Rights Council. 

 

The Commission looks forward to the Government's continued and unabated commitment towards the 

protection and promotion of human rights of the people, for which the Government is ultimately 

responsible. In this regard, the Commission reiterates its proposal for the establishment of a 

Parliamentary Select Committee on Human Rights as an important mechanism for more informed and 

focused deliberations on human rights issues among Parliamentarians, thereby strengthening the process 

of parliamentary democracy in the country. 
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