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PRESS STATEMENT TO COMMEMORATE THE MALAYSIAN HUMAN RIGHTS DAY -                      

9 SEPTEMBER 2011 
MOVING FORWARD TOWARDS THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PROMOTION 

AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
On this day, 9 September 2011, we mark the 12th year of the establishment of the Human Rights 

Commission of Malaysia or better known as SUHAKAM, by the Act of Parliament, the Human Rights 

Commission of Malaysia Act 1999 or Act 597.  Since its inception, the Commission has played its 

statutory role of promoting human rights awareness, inquiring into complaints regarding 

infringements of human rights and advising the Government and its relevant authorities on matters 

pertaining to the formulation of laws and policies and their implementation to ensure consistency 

between the national laws and human rights principles.   

 
Over the years, the Commission has addressed numerous human rights issues and has recommended, 

among others, the repeal of all preventive detention laws including the Internal Security Act 1960 and 

the Emergency (Public Order and Prevention of Crime) Ordinance 1969, the review of the Printing 

Presses and Publications Act and Section 27 of the Police Act, and the abolition of the death penalty 

and natural life sentence.  The Commission takes the position that laws relating to detention without 

trial goes against the spirit of the Federal Constitution and contravenes Articles 9, 10 and 11 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), and therefore must be repealed and replaced with 

legislation that serves security needs of the country and at the same time complies with human rights 

principles.  The Commission also firmly reiterates its stand that the people have a right to participate 

in peaceful assemblies and that inhumane and degrading forms of punishment which infringe human 

rights principles must be reviewed and replaced with those that are consistent with universally 

accepted human rights norms and values.  

 
These recommendations have, for almost twelve years, been painstakingly prepared based on the 

results of numerous researches, consultations, roundtable discussions, public inquiries and other 

activities, and put forward to the Government through its Annual Reports, which had been submitted 

at every first sitting of the year.  Though to date, none of the eleven annual reports had been 



debated, the Commission will continuously urge the Members of Parliament to pick up the key 

human rights issues and recommendations in their interventions in Parliament so that the general 

public would have a better appreciation of the human rights situation in the country.    

 

In its continuing efforts to carry out its mandate under the Act to promote and protect human rights 

in the country, the Commission continues to monitor infringements of human rights, and in this 

regard, monitored the recent public assembly in respect of free and fair elections, and in response to 

complaints that have been made following that public assembly, will conduct a public inquiry into the 

alleged excessive use of force by the law enforcement officials in dealing with and dispersing the 

crowd during the assembly, as well as other possible violations of human rights prior to and on 9 July 

2011. The Inquiry panel will be chaired by Professor Datuk Dr Khaw Lake Tee, the Vice-Chair of the 

Commission, and will be assisted by Commissioners Professor Datuk Dr Mahmood Zuhdi b Abdul 

Majid and Mr Detta Samen. 

 
In this regard, the Commission wishes to reiterate its recommendations as contained in its Public 

Inquiry report into the KLCC incident on 28 May 2006, that sub-sections (2), (2A)-(2D), (4), (4A), (5), 

(5A)-(5C),(7) and (8) of Section 27, and also Section 27A of the Police Act 1967 should be repealed, 

thereby removing the need to apply for any license to hold a peaceful assembly. The Commission 

further recommended that in the event the police should find it necessary to control or disperse a 

crowd, proportionate and non-violent methods should be employed. To this date, the 

recommendations remain unimplemented as the Government believes that the safety of public at 

large is of utmost importance in order to maintain public order and security. 

 
The Commission had also monitored several by-election campaigns to ensure that citizens have the 

right to fair and free elections – the right to select their representatives, the right to access to 

information as well as the right to have equal access to the media. In commending the move to 

establish the Parliamentary Select Committee on electoral reforms, the Commission wishes to also 

urge the Government to consider the formation of another Select Committee to look into human 

rights matters as an additional measure in upholding the rights of the people, thereby furthering the 

system of parliamentary democracy in the country. 

 
The Commission has also decided to conduct its first-ever National Inquiry into the land rights of the 

indigenous peoples in Malaysia, which commenced last June with consultation sessions in Sabah and 

the Peninsula, and later this month in Sarawak from 16 – 29 September 2011. This effort signifies the 



Commission’s commitment to look into the systemic and pressing land issue of the indigenous 

peoples and its negative effects, such as those relating to ownership, loss of land through eviction 

and other forms of encroachment, and the impact of development on the indigenous peoples’ lives 

and environment. The report of this National Inquiry, which will contain short, medium and long term 

solutions on these critical issues, will be addressed to the Parliament, State Assemblies, as well as the 

Federal and State Governments for their consideration and follow-up actions with a view to resolving 

this long-standing issue. In this regard, the Commission welcomes and looks forward to the full 

support and cooperation of all stakeholders, including the indigenous peoples, the Federal and State 

Governments and their agencies, the corporate sector, non-governmental organisations and the 

media. 

 
The Commission is also currently pursuing court cases involving human rights issues, by undertaking 

an "amicus curiae" role or by holding watching briefs which would provide an opportunity for the 

promotion of human rights within the judicial process. Thus far, the Commission has held a watching 

brief for two cases involving women and children’s rights, respectively, relevant to the CEDAW and 

the CRC. It is hoped that the Commission would have an opportunity to pursue more human rights 

cases in the future.  

 
As the world is becoming increasingly borderless and inter-connected in this information age, it is 

practically impossible for the country to shut itself off from international scrutiny. In this Global 

Village in which we live today, Malaysia will have to come to grips with the new realities and to move 

with the times, in keeping with its march towards a developed country status by the target year of 

2020. There should, therefore, be a conscious effort towards greater awareness of, and respect for, 

human rights in all its dimensions at all levels of society, and to begin the process of its inculcation as 

early as possible.  

 
The Commission will play an active role in this process by continuing its programme of engagement, 

in a more comprehensive and focused manner, with all stake-holders, including, in particular 

Government authorities, international and regional human rights mechanisms and processes, in the 

interest of the promotion and protection of human rights in the country.  

 
The Commission further encourages the Government to implement its international obligations made 

in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and will continue to monitor its implementation. The 

Commission welcomes the Government's decision to begin the process of drawing up a National 



Human Rights Action Plan which would provide a comprehensive roadmap towards improving the 

promotion and protection of human rights in Malaysia.  

 

While also welcoming the Government’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD) and the removal of several reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

in 2010, the Commission would urge the Government to intensify its efforts towards the accession of 

all the core international human rights instruments and the withdrawal of the remaining reservations 

it has made to the CRC, CEDAW and CRPD. 

 
As a member of the UN Human Rights Council, it is also incumbent upon the Government to uphold 

the highest standards in the promotion and protection of the rights of the people. The Commission 

wishes to call upon the Government, particularly the relevant agencies, to extend their fullest 

cooperation and support in considering the recommendations made over the years that have not 

been fully implemented. The Commission wishes to express its gratitude to all stakeholders for their 

strong support and sincere efforts and will continue to work together with anyone who shares the 

same ideals and goals to instil further awareness and ensure betterment of the human rights 

condition in the country.  
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