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ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

 

ASEAN NHRI FORUM WEBSITE IS LAUNCHED IN MANILA  
 

 

 

The ASEAN National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) Forum Website was 

officially launched by the Chairperson of Commission on Human Rights of the 
Philippines Madam Leila M. De Lima, in Manila on March 16, 2009 

 

The inaugural occasion was attended by the Ambassador of the Delegation of 
European Commission to the Philippines, Alistair B. MacDonald.  
 

The objective of the Forum Website is to promote a stronger, better 
understanding and cooperation among the four existing NHRIs in ASEAN  -  

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand - in carrying-out programs 
and activities particularly in five human rights issues of common concerns, 

namely (a) suppression of terrorism while respecting human rights; (b) 
human rights aspects of trafficking in persons; (c) protection of the human 

rights of migrants and migrant workers; (d) implementation of economic, 
social and cultural rights and right to development, and (e) enhancement of 
human rights education.  

 

The four NHRIs need to engage, plan and integrate programmes that will 
bring positive changes and good results to benefit the participating countries.  
 

In her speech Madam De Lima stressed that much work on various issues 

needs to be done at the level of the Forum. She highlighted the current areas 
of cooperation among the four NHRIs in ASEAN, namely terrorism, human 
trafficking, migration, human rights education and promoting economic, social 

and cultural rights.  
 

She also informed that the Forum Website will act as the one-stop centre of 
information and sources for reference and research purposes. Information 

provided on the Forum Website includes the joint projects, joint statements, 



  

announcements, proceedings and other relevant information and updates, 

carried out by the four national human rights institutions. 
 
In his address, Ambassador MacDonald said that, through this website, all 

ASEAN stakeholders – the government, courts, civil society organisations and 

citizens - will be able to learn from the experiences of the four existing NHRIs 
through their sharing of best practices and successes in protecting and 
promoting human rights.  

 
For more information, please visit to http://www.aseannhriforum.org 
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