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KUALA LUMPUR (April 26, 2012): The problems of Orang Asli in Kelantan, many of whom are in 
poverty, can be resolved if the state comes under Barisan Nasional (BN) control in the coming 
general election, said the Minister of Rural and Regional Development, Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie 
Apdal. 

He said at the moment the federal government led by BN could not do much to assist the Orang Asli 
in Kelantan as land matter was under the purview of the state government led by PAS. 

"If we (BN) rule, the problem would be promptly resolved and the important thing is that we need to 
be in control at state level," he told reporters after witnessing the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding between Kelantan Selatan Development Authority (Kesedar) and the Rubber Industry 
Smallholders Development Authority (Risda), here today. 

Kesedar was represented by its general manager Mohd Arshad Ismail while Risda director-general 
Datuk Wan Mohamad Zuki Mohamad signed on behalf of the agency at the ceremony. 

The agreement involved the development of 10,000 hectares of land in South Kelantan especially in 
the Gua Musang area with commodity crops such as rubber and oil palm which promised better 
income for the settlers and villagers in the area. 

Shafie said the BN government had succeeded in resolving many land problems faced by the Orang 
Asli in the states under BN. He urged the Kelantan Orang Asli community to see the successes of 
BN in helping their community members in other states who were more prosperous. 

He said Malaysians could also compare for themselves the development of Orang Asli in 
Terengganu who had left Kelantan Orang Asli far behind even though they were not physically far 
from each other. 

He said this when elaborating on the Kelantan Orang Asli conflict with the PAS government following 
the non-recognition of their customary land ownership. 

On the agreement signed today, Shafie said land development in South Kelantan would enable 
settlers to obtain a minimum monthly income of RM3,000 in line with the desire of the Prime 
Minister, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak to see the interest of the people protected. 

"Even if the income is down, the agencies involved could ensure that the income of settlers would 
not fall to poverty level as the commodity is stable even though there are ups and downs," he said. 

Apart from that, he said the Prime Minister was going to introduce a Rural Transformation Centre 
(RTC) concept in Kelantan on May 4. 

RTC is the same concept applied in Perak to enable the setting up of a rural community agricultural 
activity centre, complete with loan facility, government agency assistance, promotion centres and 
various other facilities. 

In Perak, the concept succeeded in raising farmers' income and produce sales there, he said. –
Bernama 


