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BABY-SELLING, ANOTHER GROSS VIOLATION  

OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

SUHAKAM congratulates the PDRM for their laudable effort in breaking the baby-

selling syndicate, and hopes that the PDRM would continue this good work.  

 

SUHAKAM views seriously the issue of baby-selling which is part of human 

trafficking crimes and stands firm that it is a gross violation of human rights, in 

particular that of women and children.  Such act is considered inhuman, degrading 

and immoral. It disregards the well being and dignity of the babies as well as the 

mothers and other family members. Babies should be treated equally like other fellow 

human beings, not to be taken as commodities for sales.  

 

In view of crime prevention, SUHAKAM calls the Government to seriously look into 

the issues of unwanted or unintended pregnancies and to consider establishing 

comprehensive sexuality education and at the same time increase shelter home for 

women, including unwed mothers to undergo safe pregnancy and delivery for the 

health and well being of mothers and babies. 

 

Unintended pregnancies occur among adolescents, unmarried and married women 

regardless of race and nationality. Lack of assistance and support to facilitate these 

women who have unwanted pregnancy induce them to give away their baby.  Illegal 

migrants and foreign domestic workers or helpers are subjected to greater scrutiny, 

causing them to conceal their pregnancy as it is a ground for deportation. This 

creates fear amongst them, possibly contributing to the baby-selling incidences.   

 

 



SUHAKAM also urges that all persons involved in such unlawful transaction be 

brought to justice. The middlemen involved must be made aware of the punishment 

they risk facing under the Anti Trafficking in Persons Act 2007, which aims to abolish 

human trafficking activities.  

 

SUHAKAM is recommending the Government to ratify the Optional Protocol to the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the Sale of Children, Child 

Prostitution and Child Pornography to intensify national measures against all forms of 

child exploitation and abuse, including baby-selling, child pornography and child 

prostitution. SUHAKAM shall continue to undertake its effort to increase awareness 

and ensure that the rights of children and women are protected at all time.  

 

 

… END … 
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