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PETALING JAYA (Jan 31. 2012): Civil society leaders are incensed over the Election Commission (EC)'s 

proposal to only allow tax-paying Malaysians residing overseas to vote, describing the move as being 

unconstitutional and discriminatory. 

 

The nine-man Parliamentary Select Committee (PSC) for Electoral Reforms, headed by Science, 

Innovation and Technology Minister Datuk Seri Dr Maximus Johnity Ongkili, had in its interim report 

tabled on Nov 30 last year recommended that Malaysians residing overseas should be allowed to vote 

as absent voters. 

 

PSC member and DAP Socialist Youth chief Anthony Loke claimed that the proposal will sideline a 

sizeable number of Malaysians residing abroad, particularly students in foreign universities. 

 

"It is a ridiculous proposal! How do you expect the students to pay taxes?" he exclaimed. 

"The EC should be assisting all Malaysians to exercise their constitutional rights as voters, not come up 

with limiting regulations," the Rasah MP told theSun. 

 

Loke's views are echoed by Coalition for Clean and Fair Elections (Bersih 2.0) steering committee 

member Maria Chin. 

"How can the EC do that? Denying the students of their right to vote because they are still studying and 

not eligible to pay taxes is not right," she said when contacted. 

 

Allowing Malaysians residing abroad to vote is one of the eight key demands submitted by Bersih 2.0 to 

the PSC during its public hearing sessions. 

 

Malaysian Centre for Constitutionalism and Human Rights campaigner Edmund Bon said Article 119 of 

the Federal Constitution clearly states that all eligible citizens have a right to vote. 

 

"The EC must first get the government to amend the federal constitution before proposing to impose 

any restrictions on a person's right to vote," said Bon. 

 

At present, the EC only allows government servants, members of any armed forces and full-time 

students to register as absent voters, entitling them to cast their ballots by post. 

 



MyOverseas Vote campaign founding member Andrew Yong said that the EC is an administrative body 

with no rights to impose any restrictions on voters. 

 

"It seems to me that the EC is grasping at straws, trying to come up with new limitations on the voting 

rights of Malaysians residing overseas," claimed Yong. 

 

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) commissioner Sha'ani Abdullah also condemned the 

proposal, describing it as an "attack" on an individual's constitutional rights. 

 

EC chairman Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Mohd Yusof said yesterday the EC wants overseas Malaysians who are 

not taxpayers here to be rendered ineligible to vote in parliamentary or state elections. He said this was 

among a series of proposals the EC is submitting to the PSC on electoral reforms 


