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Cops harassed demonstrators, says tour 

guide 
By TERENCE TOH  

terence.toh@thestar.com.my 

 

KUALA LUMPUR: A tour guide claimed that policemen raided a fast-food outlet and harassed Bersih 

supporters having their meals on the day of the Bersih 3.0 rally. 

Karam Singh Charam Singh told Suhakam's public inquiry into the rally that he was having drinks at 

an A&W outlet in Jalan Tun Perak here at about 7pm on April 28 when policemen arrived. 

“They were shouting, banging on the glass doors, flashing their identity cards, and ordering the 

restaurant staff to let them in,” said Karam, who had previously participated in the rally. 

Karam said he had told the restaurant staff not to open the doors, but they did and the policemen 

came in. 

“Some of them came to my table, and demanded that we remove our yellow T-shirts,” Karam said, 

adding that the policemen then took his and his friend's T-shirts. 

He claimed that another policeman punched him, but he was able to deflect the blow. 

According to Karam, the policemen had shouted at the restaurant's patrons, and one customer had 

been slapped. 

He claimed that a policeman told them they deserved to be treated that way, as a policeman had 

been killed because of demonstrators. 

Also giving testimony was journalist Chen Shaua Fui, 34, who claimed to have been manhandled by 

four policemen who had tried to stop her from taking photographs. 

“One of them grabbed my right hand, while another held my left,” said the assistant editor for the 

online portal The Merdeka Review. 

“Another tried to pull at my backpack. The policeman at the front pulled on my media tag, and it fell 

to the ground. 

“I was very scared.” 

mailto:terence.toh@thestar.com.my


The inquiry, which took place at Suhakam's headquarters here, was chaired by Suhakam vice-

chairman Datuk Dr Khaw Lake Tee and assisted by fellow commissioners Prof Datuk Dr Mahmood 

Zuhdi Abdul Majid and Detta Samen. 

Fourteen witnesses have so far been called to give testimony since the inquiry began on July 5. 

The public inquiry continues today. 
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