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Cops to help ex-detainees 
By STEVEN DANIEL  
stevend@thestar.com.my 

 

KUALA LUMPUR: More than 1,400 ex-detainees under three previously security-related laws will be 

given a lifeline with efforts by the police to get them employed. 

Inspector-General of Police (IGP) Tan Sri Ismail Omar said they were keeping tabs on 1,473 

released detainees under the Emergency Ordinance, Restricted Residence Act and Banishment Act 

and would help to find them jobs. 

He hopes that with permanent jobs and a sense of acceptance by the community, the former 

detainees would not return to their bad habits. 

“I also hope the community and would-be employers won't treat them as social outcasts,” he said. 

Last Friday, Ismail met state police chiefs and senior police officers from Bukit Aman and instructed 

all district police chiefs to get in touch with the recently released detainees. 

The district police heads are to find out whether the ex-detainees are unemployed and, if so, to pass 

their particulars to the Labour Department to assist them in finding a job. 

On a suggestion by former IGP Tan Sri Musa Hassan for the setting-up of a body to monitor the 

movement of former detainees, Ismail said he welcomed ideas from Musa and others to help the 

police department in the matter. 

Ismail denied there were cases of former EO detainees being caught for committing crimes. 

“Show us proof,” he said, adding that if they had indeed been caught for a crime, the police could 

only act using existing laws and only with sufficient evidence could they be brought to court. 

Meanwhile, Ismail said the police were working on a standard operating procedure (SOP) on dealing 

with the media, particularly when they were covering high profile events that could turn violent. 

In a related development, former IGP Tun Haniff Omar, who is leading the panel looking into events 

that led to violence at the April 28 rally here, said there was currently no such SOP for the police in 

dealing with the press. 
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