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FILIAL RESPONSIBILITY: Make it an 

offence to abandon parents 

DESPITE the nation's pro-gress and prosperity, there are many who do not 

have a home and who sleep in the streets. Many homeless people sleep in 

parks, bus stops, bus terminals, railway platforms, pathways and abandoned 

buildings.  

It is heart-wrenching to see these people curled up or stretched out on pathways or under a 

pedestrian bridge and sleeping on a piece of cardboard. 

The news report "Vagrants must be placed in welfare homes" (NST, Aug 6) highlighted the case 

of a man who had been abandoned by his family. 

The man, in his 60s, was a pensioner, and used to work as a driver with the Seremban Town 

Council. He has seven children, but none cared for him. He had no place to stay and ended up 

living and sleeping on the streets. 

He was rescued together with 54 others in a joint operation by the Welfare Department and 

police. Eleven of the detained were foreigners. 

The rest were Malaysians and the average age was between 40 and 70. The man was sent to a 

welfare home. 

It is heart-wrenching to read of such cases of people abandoned by their children in their old age. 

And some of their children hold respectable positions in society and are quite well off. 

There is no provision in the law that compels children to look after their aged parents. 

Maybe, it is time that we followed Singapore and enacted a law compelling children to look after 

their parents. 

How children knowingly or unknowingly abandon their parents is beyond comprehension. 

It is ironic that a single parent can look after a number of children when they are young, but the 

same number of children is unable to look after that one parent in his or her advanced age. 

Parents invest their whole time, resources and energy on their children, nurturing and developing 

them to be who they are today. 



However, it is unfortunate that when the parents are old and sickly, they are forsaken by their 

children. And they end up destitute and on the streets. 
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