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KUALA LUMPUR: Some 340 Federal Land Development Authority (Felda) settlers are asking 

the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) to investigate claims of mismanagement 

at their Felda Kepis scheme in Negeri Sembilan. 

 

They are crying foul over having received a lower payout from the sale of their rubber trees 

compared to settlers from a neighbouring Felda scheme. 

“The settlers there received a minimum of RM94,000 and a maximum of RM104,000, while we 

got RM30,000 to RM39,000 only. Something is not right in our deal here. 

“Please take action to investigate our complaints. We are asking for the right amount from the 

sale,” said Felda Kepis Settlers Action Committee chairperson Mad Zin Mahat at Suhakam’s 

office on Wednesday. 

They are seeking Suhakam's 

intervention after allegedly 

getting the brushoff from Felda 

managers when they sought 

explanations on payment 

discrepancies. Commissioner 

Detta Samen received the 

petition from the 40 settlers. 

Mad Zin, 66, alleged that Felda 

had, in September 2010, 

convinced them to have their 

mature rubber trees, on a 1,474-

hectare site, felled in order to 

make way for re-seeding for new 

trees or replanted with oil palm. 

The rubeer wood was then sold 

on the open market and the 

settlers received the payout. 

However, they suspected something amiss when they learnt that smallholders at nearby Felda 

Bukit Rotan Barat scheme had received up to three times the amount. 

He said settlers received the proceeds of the sale from Felda without being informed of how 

much the wood fetched per tonne. 

 

Mad Zin (yellow shirt) hands over the memorandum to 

Detta Samen as  Nurul Izzah (left), Kumar (right) and 

Damin (blue shirt) look on. 



He also complained that Felda did not  re-seed the rubber plantations at each smallholder’s 10-

acre land since felling the trees in 2010, resulting in a loss in income. 

“Imagine, for two years now, they haven’t replanted the rubber trees. That represents one harvest 

cycle we have lost to inaction on Felda’s part.” 

Meanwhile, Damin Daud, 66, claimed that managers at Felda Kepis have never provided the 

smallholders with the accounts and financial statement since they worked the land from late 

2007. 

Lawyer T Kumar, who is representing the  settlers, criticised the management for its failure to 

inform the settlers of the actual price the rubber wood had fetched as well as not providing the 

smallholders a detailed financial account. 

Lembah Pantai MP Nurul Izzah Anwar, who was also present, said the rights of the Felda Kepis 

settlers were being violated. 

 


