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Government's Help Required To Maintain Suhakam's 'A' Status 

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- A little help from the government is 
required to maintain the 'A' status, currently enjoyed by the Human Rights 
Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam). 
 
Its chairman, Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, said although the Accreditation Sub-
Committee of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for 
the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) had recommended that the 'A' 
status of the Malaysian Human Rights Commission (Suhakam) be maintained, they 
expressed concern over several issues. 
 
The issues included the requirement of Key Performance Indicators (KPI) for the 
commissioners. 
 
"The ICC bureau has the final say on the grading. Although the sub-committee has 
recommended that Suhakam be given 'A' status, it expressed concern on several issues 
which has nothing to do with the performance of Suhakam. 
 
"So, it is entirely up to the government...I think what they really wanted was the 
sincerity and commitment of the government in handling the human rights issues," he 
told reporters in a news conference at Suhakam's office here Thursday. 
 
Abu Talib said, he was informed about the recommendation through a letter dated 
Nov 23, and also through a teleconferencing session with the sub-committee members 
earlier this week. 
 
According to the sub-committee, no other human rights institutions accredited to them 
has KPI. 
 
He said the commission had, at the request of the government, and in consultation 
with the civil society, prepared a set of KPI to be made applicable to its new members 
and submitted it with the recommendation that the KPI be made public, so that 
everyone would know what was to be expected of a commissioner. 
 
He said, in this regard, Suhakam could determine or assure ICC as to whether the KPI 
would be made public because the decision on the matter had to be made by the 
government. 
 
"We have expressed the view that for the sake of transparency, it should be made 
public and this is what the sub-committee has recommended. 
 
"So, the net result is that Suhakam remain 'A' status, unless of course, the observation 
of the sub-committee is not met by the government...it has nothing to do with the 
performance of Suhakam," he said. 
 
Abu Talib said, according to the letter, while the introduction of a selection committee 
had addressed in part, the Paris Principles requirement for a clear, transparent and 



pluralist process for the selection of new members, the sub-committee noted that it 
was at the sole discretion of the Prime Minister, and its decisions were only 
recommendatory, since the Prime Minister was required to consult with, but was not 
bound to accept it. 
 
"The combination of these two factors leaves open the potential for political 
interference that may impact adversely on the transparency and participatory nature of 
the selection process." 
 
Therefore, Abu Talib said, the sub-committee would consider these issues at its 
second session next year. 
 
The Paris Principles is the basic code recommended by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1993, which governs the functioning of any national human rights body. 
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