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Lawyers never identified themselves, Suhakam told 

By SIRA HABIBU 

PETALING JAYA: The five lawyers, who were held for defying a police order to 
disperse during an illegal gathering in May, did not tell the arresting personnel that 
they were present as legal representatives. 

Four police personnel told the Malaysian Human Rights Commission (Suhakam) 
public inquiry panel that they were not aware at the time of the arrest that the five 
were lawyers. 

The policemen also told the panel that the lawyers did not resist arrest, and that three 
of them were busy chatting on handphones as they were being led to the police garage 
at about 11.20pm on May 7. 

“They were co-operative and gave their identification cards when requested,” the 
arresting officers told the panel. 

Suhakam commissioner Datuk Muhammad Shafee Abdullah chaired the panel, 
assisted by fellow commissioners Datuk Dr Michael Yeoh Onn Kheng and Datuk Dr 
Denison Jayasooria. 

Present to give their statements were Insp Azlina Norzali, Kpl detective Shari Dewa, 
Kons Nor Balkhis Mat Zin and Kons Fauziah Mustapa. 

They also described the situation at the police station on the night of May 7 as chaotic 
and noisy. 

It was the eighth-day of hearing at the Suhakam inquiry into the one-day detention of 
Legal Aid Council lawyers Fadiah Nadwa Fikri, Murnie Hidayah Anuar, Puspawati 
Rosman, Ravinder Singh Dhalliwal and Syuhaini Safwan. The first hearing was on 
Aug 14. 

Brickfields CID chief Deputy Supt Jude Pereira, who also gave evidence, said the 
police had a couple of hours earlier arrested 14 people who had participated in a 
candle-light vigil to protest against the arrest of blogger Wong Chin Huat under the 
Sedition Act. 

DSP Jude said the first batch of detainees were very uncooperative and had refused to 
hand over their identification cards. 

“Genie (Lim), who was the leader, instigated the rest of them not to hand over the 
identification cards. 

“They were making a lot of noise. When we touched them, they started screaming 
saying polis pukul (police brutality). 
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“We also heard shouts of ‘reformasi’ by a group of people gathered outside the police 
station,” he said, adding that even state executive councillor Elizabeth Wong had 
parked her car at the entrance, impeding police movement. 
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