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Malaysia A Good Place To Do Business, Says Ex-US Senator Kit Bond 

From Khairdzir Md Yunus 

NEW YORK, May 19 (Bernama) -- Former US Senator from Missouri, Christopher Samuel 

"Kit" Bond, has all praises for Malaysia and believes that the country is a good place to do 

business for the Americans. 

Describing Malaysia as "summer time", Bond, who served two terms as the Missouri Governor 

from 1973 to 1977 and from 1981 to 1985, brushed off notions that an "Arab Spring" kind of 

protest could happen in Malaysia, thus scaring investors away. 

"Oh! Listen! Everybody worries about the Arab Spring and where it's going, but Malaysia is 

summer time!" he told Malaysian reporters who interviewed him after he met Prime Minister 

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, here. 

Najib, who was on a working visit to New York from Wednesday to Friday, chaired the Second 

Meeting of the Global Science and Innovation Advisory Council (GSIAC) and met the leaders of 

Fortune 500 Companies, here. 

"They (Malaysia) have democracy, they have human rights, they have free enterprise there, so no 

question about where Malaysia is and that's a good place to do business," said Bond. 

Bond, a partner at Thompson Coburn, a business development and consulting firm he led, which 

has offices in Missouri and Washington, said he has been telling the Americans why Malaysia 

was such a good place to do business. 

"A couple of weeks ago I helped host a meeting for MIDA (Malaysian Investment Development 

Authority) and MIGHT (Malaysian Industry-Government Group for High Technology) to come 

to St Louis, Missouri, to talk about opportunities in Malaysia. 

"One hundred and twenty businesses want to come and be in Malaysia and establish relationship 

and we have universities who want to come and work with universities and institutes of higher 

learning in Malaysia," he said. 

Asked on the purpose of his meeting with Najib, Bond said he was meeting a friend. 

"We had great opportunities to be good people, go very wonderful places and make friendship, 

and the friends...that's the thing you can't pass up. 

"It was excellent...it was good to see the prime minister. I was delighted to welcome him here 

and find out what's going on in Malaysia and tell him a little bit of what we were doing in 

Missouri," he said. 



When asked whether he had posed any specific question to the prime minister, Bond, in jest, 

said: "I asked the PM on when the (Malaysian) election was going to be because JJ (Malaysia's 

Special Envoy to the US, Datuk Seri Dr Jamaludin Jarjis) had told me he didn't know, and I 

asked him (Najib) and didn't get a response from the PM." 

Bond, 73, a member of the Republican Party, was first elected to the US Senate in 1986 and was 

re-elected in 1992, 1998 and 2004. 

On Jan 8, 2009, he announced that he would not seek re-election to a fifth term in 2010, and was 

succeeded by current Senator Roy Blunt on Jan 3, 2011. 

-- BERNAMA 

 


