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Officers to probe death of prisoner 

By FARIK ZOLKEPLI 

JOHOR BARU: Three Prisons Department officers have been assigned to investigate 
the alleged suicide of J. Saravanan at the Ayer Molek Prison here. 

The department’s secretariat and public relations unit chief Supri Hashim said 
yesterday officers had begun investigations. 

Saravanan, who had been awaiting trial for the murder of his mother K. Malilla, was 
believed to have committed suicide using a pillow case tied to a bar of his cell’s 
window on Monday. 

Supri added that a coroner’s inquest had been launched and a doctor hired by 
Saravanan’s family was allowed to observe the post-mortem. The body was released 
to the family for cremation yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Suhakam commissioner Datuk N. Siva Subramaniam said people must 
stop looking at the deaths of prisoners from a racial viewpoint. 

“There are always two sides to a story. It is not fair to blame the police or the Prisons 
Department,” he told The Star here yesterday. 

He said the Commission had investigated multiple prison deaths over the past five 
years. 

“We have to look at every case differently and objectively. 

“Deaths while in custody are common worldwide and Malaysians must learn to look 
beyond race when viewing such cases,” said Siva Subramaniam. 

He was commenting on the death of Saravanan. He said the Commission had 
campaigned for pillow cases, towels and blankets to be supplied to prisoners as it is 
their fundamental human right. 

“Suicides might be caused by negligence but most psychiatrists say there is no 
stopping a person if he wants to commit suicide,” he added. 

A total of 2,571 deaths have occurred in prisons, rehabilitation centres and detention 
centres for illegal immigrants between 1999 and 2008. 
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