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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

 

SUHAKAM RETAINS ITS ‘A’ STATUS IN THE ICC AFTER A 

LONG STRUGGLE 
 
 

On 28 January 2011, the International Coordinating Committee of National 

Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) confirmed 

SUHAKAM‘s ‘A’ status.  

 

The Special Review, conducted by the ICC Sub-Committee on Accreditation 

(SCA) on 13 October 2010, focused on the issues of selection process of new 

Commission members and the Key performance Indicators (KPIs) of SUHAKAM.  

 

In its report of October 2010 Session, the SCA welcomed the adoption of the two 

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Amendment) Acts and acknowledged the 

Commission’s efforts in pursuing both Amendments Acts. Nonetheless, the SCA 

also recorded its comments as follows:  

 

1. (SCA) Notes the ongoing development of KPIs and its previous 

recommendation that once adopted, they be made public. KPIs should not 

be used to infringe upon the functional independence and organizational 

and financial autonomy of an NHRI. The SCA therefore encourages 

SUHAKAM to ensure that the finalisation of KPIs does not restrict the 

Institution’s ability to review and revise its priorities, dependent upon its 

assessment of the domestic human rights situation.  
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2. (SCA) Refers to General Observation 1.5 “Cooperation of NHRIs with other 

human rights institutions” and encourages SUHAKAM to work closely with 

civil society organizations. 

 
3. SUHAKAM is encouraged to continue to seek advice and assistance from 

Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Asia 

Pacific Forum of NHRIs (APF); 

 

While the Commission records its appreciation to the Government for the 

constructive steps taken in the retention of SUHAKAM’s ‘A’ status, it wishes to 

call upon the Government to finalise and make public the KPIs formulated by the 

Commission and more importantly, to ensure the KPIs would not infringe upon 

the functional independence and organisational and financial autonomy of the 

Commission as commented by the SCA.   

 

Noting the SCA’s comment concerning the cooperation with other human rights 

institutions, the Commission will continue working closely with civil society 

organisations and other human rights institutions at the local, regional and 

international levels.  

 

Notwithstanding the challenges facing the Commission, SUHAKAM deems the 

accreditation process a worthwhile experience and accords its appreciation to all 

stakeholders who have been great supporters of the Commission’s efforts to 

retain its ‘A’ status.  

 

- END - 
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