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CAPPING POLITICAL PARTIES RESTRICTS  

THE FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION  

 
 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) expresses its concern 

with  the recommendation made by the Registrar of Societies (ROS) that the 

number of political parties in the country be capped at 33.  While it is within the 

powers of the ROS to approve or refuse an application for registration under 

Section 7 of the Societies Act 1966,  the Commission strongly feels that limiting 

the number and restricting new applications are inconsistent with the principles 

of human rights,  curtailing the right to form an association and the right to 

freedom of expression.   

 

The Commission has, in its Annual Report 2007, recommended that ROS should 

exercise his powers proportionately to the purpose of the Societies Act; should 

be transparent and accountable in exercising his powers; that Section 5, which 

provides for the absolute discretion of the Minister to declare a society unlawful 

be reviewed; that Section 7 be re-examined to integrate the principles of natural 

justice; that the applicants be given the right to be heard; that a reasonable 

timeline and other rules of procedures which affect the registration process be 

stipulated in the Act; and that the decision must be made and communicated to 

the applicants within a stated timeframe.   
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The will of the people forms the basis of the Government’s authority, thus the 

citizens have the right to select their representatives.   The right to take part in 

the Government is a fundamental rights enshrined in Article 119 of the Federal 

Constitution and Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

Consequently, in any democracy, the freedom to form political parties is  an 

important manifestation of the freedom of association, which allows for the 

people to express their opinion.  Given the fact that the recommendation serves 

no real purpose and would only generate controversy, the Commission strongly 

urges the ROS not to proceed with the recommendation, thereby giving due 

respect to the right of the people to choose their representatives and their 

political affliations.  
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