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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

INABILITY TO ASSEMBLE PEACEFULLY IS  

A VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
The Human Rights Commision of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) expresses its regrets over 

the inability of the public to assemble peacefully during the 50 years of ISA vigil 

that took place on 1st August, 2010 at Dataran Petaling Jaya. SUHAKAM was 

present at the event to observe and monitor the situation. 

 

SUHAKAM, through its observation found that the right to assembly was denied 

during the event as authorities stopped the gathering and dispersed the crowds 

with much haste. Proper warning and ample time to disperse were not given by 

authorities, thus resulting in a commotion where 22 men and eight women were 

arrested because they were suspected as participants of the vigil.  

 

SUHAKAM has constantly urged the Government to consider and take into 

account the recommendations made by the Commission on freedom of assembly 

as expressed in the reports relating to the Kesas Highway and KLCC “Bloody 

Sunday” Public Inquiries. SUHAKAM would therefore, recommended that in the 

event where the Police finds it necessary to control or disperse a crowd, 

proportionate and nonviolent methods should be employed. 
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SUHAKAM strongly reiterates its stand that the people have the right to 

participate in peaceful assemblies, as all citizens have the right to assemble 

peacefully and without arms as guaranteed by article 10(1)(b) of the Federal 

Constitution. The right to freedom of assembly is also guaranteed in Article 20(1) 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  

 

SUHAKAM also wishes to address the ordeal of the detainees of the vigil at the 

Petaling Jaya Police Station where the authorities requested the lawyers to 

provide separate witness statements. This unusual practice forced the lawyers to 

pull out from giving legal counsel to the detainees. Apart from that, SUHAKAM 

feels that the authorities could have expedited the process of bail at the police 

station as the detainees had to endure long hours before they could be released. 

 

However, SUHAKAM wishes to record that full cooperation was extended by the 

Police to the Commission which enabled SUHAKAM to observe and monitor the 

50 years of ISA vigil and the recording of statements at the Petaling Jaya Police 

Station. 
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