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PRESS STATEMENT 

 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH, EXPRESSION AND OPINION - THE 

FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS  

 
 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) believes that the 

media should be independent and professional in their reporting without fear or 

favour – in tandem with being cognisant of ethically responsible in imparting 

information to the people.  

 

In honouring the celebration of the World Press Freedom Day, SUHAKAM 

strongly feels that the freedom of the media to exercise its roles and function in 

society has been enshrined as the fundamental human rights by way of 

recognising the right to freedom of speech, expression and opinion. 

 

Accordingly, SUHAKAM recommends to the authorities to consider the review of 

the Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984 and to adopt a more liberal 

approach regarding the approval and renewal of printing and publishing permits 

and licenses by providing for automatic renewal of all permits and licenses. 

 

SUHAKAM also urges the authorities not to use the national security laws such 

the Internal Security Act 1960 (ISA), the Sedition Act 1948 and Defamation Act 

1957 against the media.  This is in view that the threats to national security 

should not be seen as an excuse to restrict freedom of the media, particularly in 

relation to issues of editorial independence and the protection of confidential 



 
 

sources of information.  As a democratic and multi-racial country, it is utmost 

important to furnish ethical, responsible and factual information to generate 

informed citizens amongst the people, which would also help to eradicate the 

problems of corruptions and greed in the country.  

 

In relation to defamation actions, the Courts should take into consideration the 

need to uphold freedom of expression and information when considering such 

cases.  Exorbitant awards in relation to defamation actions will inevitably stifle 

press freedom and investigative reporting by instilling a culture of fear in 

journalists. SUHAKAM calls for journalists to pursue important stories affected 

the rights of the people as well as any violation of human rights cases. 

 

SUHAKAM welcomes the Government’s commitment towards upholding human 

rights in Malaysia especially issues affected the people.  SUHAKAM reiterates its 

stand that laws affecting the duties of the press to be reviewed and the rights of 

equal access of information must be safeguarded.   

- end  - 

“HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL” 
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