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US DEPARTMENT OF STATE   

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS REPORT 2009:  

SUHAKAM DISAPPOINTED WITH THE RANKING  

  

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) expresses its 

deepest regret over the downgrading of Malaysia ranking from Tier-2 

(watchlist) in the previous year to Tier-3 by the US Department of State 

as reported in their ‘Trafficking In Persons Report 2009’.  The report said 

Malaysia did not fully comply with the minimum standards for the 

elimination of trafficking and was not making significant efforts to curb 

the trafficking in persons (TIP) issues.   

 

It should be noted that TIP is very intricate and an overnight result should not be 

expected out of the 1½ year-old Anti Trafficking in Persons Act (Act 670, ATIP).  

TIP encompasses areas like child and woman labour and sexual exploitation, and 

servitude in the domestic and different other sectors.  TIP also involves recruiters, 

transporters, buyers, harbourers, brothel owners and managers. The complexities 

and wide range of stakeholders and actors involved along the trafficking chain, 

and the multiple changes of hands and modus operandi between the time the 

person is trafficked to the place they are found or rescued from require continuous 

efforts and therefore, change cannot be expected at once.  

 



 
 

As pioneer organisation working on human trafficking since 2003, SUHAKAM has 

given serious considerations to this heinous crime, which is a gross violation of 

human rights and exploitation of especially women and children.  SUHAKAM has 

carried out awareness-raising programmes on the seriousness of this problem; has 

held dialogues with NGOs, Government agencies, embassies, and regional and 

international bodies; developed a national plan of action to curb TIP; and called for 

the ATIP legislation.  SUHAKAM commends the Government of the ATIP legislation 

2007 and enforced in February 2008; the formation of a National Council on ATIP 

of which SUHAKAM is a member; and the establishment of victim shelters. 

 

 

SUHAKAM efforts have been focused on trafficking of women and children 

especially for sexual purposes, in light of the increasing sex tourism and raids in 

entertainment centres and brothels.  However, SUHAKAM and the Government 

recognise that serious part of exploitative labour on migrants are also within the 

jurisdiction of trafficking and are addressing the issue.   

 

 

As mentioned, it will not be possible to see results over a period of one year (US 

ATIP reporting period) as the implementation of the Act and efforts to combat the 

inhumane crime of human trafficking take time to yield the expected results.  As 

such, SUHAKAM fails to understand the US Department of State’s system of 

placing grades on a yearly basis – where it should really be looking at the efforts 

that the Government, NGOs and the civil society are taking to handle the issue.  

The report this year focuses on exploitative labour of migrants, based on media 

and NGOs’ reports.   



 
 

 

 

SUHAKAM believes the report should be more balanced and factual so that it can 

be learning and working document with constructive ideas and not merely fault 

findings. 
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