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SUHAKAM: PROTEST ON MALAYSIAN PLACEMENT  

IN TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS REPORT 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) disagrees on the 

placement of Malaysia in Trafficking in Persons Report by the U.S. 

Government. SUHAKAM disagrees with the allegation that there is a 

weakness in enforcement of the law of the country regarding this issue. 

 

Malaysia has been placed in Tier 3 in the said report, which is released in 

June 2007 in which it categorized Malaysia as a country whose 

government does not fully comply with the minimum standards and is not 

making significant efforts to do so. 

 

It is stated that Malaysia has failed to show satisfactory progress in 

combating trafficking in persons, particularly in the areas of punishing acts 

of trafficking, providing adequate shelters and social services to victims, 

protecting its migrant workers from involuntary servitude, and for not 

prosecuting traffickers who were arrested and detained under preventive 



laws. It further states that the Malaysian government needs to 

demonstrate stronger political will to tackle Malaysia’s significant forced 

labor and sex trafficking problems.  

 

The tabling of the Anti-Trafficking in Persons recently shows the 

Government seriousness in combating human trafficking and protection 

of human rights. The Bill is to provide protection for the victims and make it 

easier for the Police, Immigration and the relevant authorities to pursue, 

prosecute and convict the traffickers. Victims will not be prosecuted for 

illegal entry or charge with entering the country with fraudulent 

documents provided by the trafficker. They will be placed in shelters 

whereas the traffickers and those who abet them faced lengthy jail 

sentences and huge fines. 

 

SUHAKAM since 2004 has been addressing human trafficking issues in a 

concerted manner by holding workshops and seminars and have made 

recommendations through its Annual Report to the Government in 

addressing human trafficking. Hence, it is vital for SUHAKAM Annual 

Reports which are tabled in the Parliament annually be debated and its 

recommendations be given more weight by Parliaments, the Government 

and policy makers.  

 

Thus with the Bill and other mechanism in place what is really needed for it 

to be a success  is the cooperation from all NGOs, government agencies 

and other instruments / mechanism in the neighbouring countries to curb 

this organized, trans-national crime and increasingly global “business”. 

 

 

 

 



However it is crucial to identify the root contributing to the causes and 

rectify The Protocol To Prevent, Suppress And Punished Trafficking in Person 

as The Protocol supplemented the United Nation Convention Against 

Trans- National Organized Crime. 
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