
 

 

 

 

 

SURUHANJAYA HAK ASASI MANUSIA MALAYSIA 

H U M A N  RI G H T S  C O M M I S SI O N  O F  M A L A Y S IA  

 

EDITOR, NEWS DESK  

             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

        

PRESS STATEMENT 

 

SUHAKAM’S CONCERN ON THE INCIDENT OF  

BATU BUROK, TERENGGANU 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) received a memorandum 

from BERSIH on 13 September 2007 regarding the incident at Batu Burok, 

Terengganu. SUHAKAM through the Complaints and Inquiries Working Group 

(CIWG) conducted an investigation of the incident and after deliberation, 

SUHAKAM decided that although the complaint does have its merits but due to 

operation of law, a panel of enquiry could not be convened to investigate the 

complaint. 

 

SUHAKAM has been consistent in our stand that individuals have the right to 

freedom of peaceful assembly as enshrined in Article 10 of the Federal 

Constitution. This right is also contained in the United Nation Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR) and other international human rights treaties. 

 

In particular, the report of the SUHAKAM Public Inquiry into the Incident at KLCC 

on 28 May 2006 was also of the view that the requirement for a license by 

Section 27 of the Police Act 1967 and the lack of definition of the phase 



“prejudice to the interest of the security of Malaysia” effectively negates the right 

to the freedom of assembly enshrined in Article 10 of the Constitution. 

 

SUHAKAM would like to stress that in order to prevent untoward incidents from 

occurring, several previous recommendations made by SUHAKAM should be 

implemented; 

 

(i) Decriminalising peaceful assembly without a licence under section 27 of 

the Police Act 1967 and as such peaceful assemblies should be allowed 

to proceed without a license.  

 

(ii) The repeal of subsections (2), (2A) to (2D), (4), (4A), (5), (5A) to (5C), 

(7) and (8) of section 27, and also section 27A of the Police Act 1967, 

thereby removing the need to apply for any licence to hold a peaceful 

assembly.  

 

(iii) Persons intending to organise a peaceful assembly or a peaceful 

procession shall notify in writing to the OCPD of the proposed assembly 

or procession. The police and civil society should co-operate to work out 

details with regard to a suitable time frame for the notification and the 

contents of the notice. Meetings between the organisers of the proposed 

assembly and relevant police officers so as to confirm the practical 

arrangements for the assembly or procession.  

 

(iv) Any person whose rights may be affected by the assembly or any 

arrangement relating to the assembly should be allowed to make an 

urgent application to the High Court for intervention.   

 

There have been cases where some political parties have, without hindrance, 

been allowed to hold assemblies without a permit. The police should in fact allow 



all peaceful public assemblies without the need to apply for a license under 

Section 27 of the Police Act and the Police should adopt the guidelines issued in 

the SUHAKAM Report which “accommodate the exercise of the right to protest 

within a framework of public order which enables ordinary citizens, who are not 

protesting, to go about their business and pleasure without obstruction or 

inconvenience”.  

 

In view of this protest note, SUHAKAM would discuss it again in the Commission 

meeting to reevaluate the merits and nature of the complaint. 
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