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PRESS STATEMENT 

 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) in its 99th 

monthly meeting held on 12 May 2008 noted that its Annual Report for the year 

2007 was tabled in the First Meeting of the First Session of Twelfth Parliament 

(2008).  SUHAKAM reaffirms its support for the recommendations made on 

various human rights issues from the previous annual reports.  SUHAKAM 

welcomes the parliamentary session to debate SUHAKAM’s report submitted as a 

provision of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act, Act 597.  

 

Among other issues raised at the said meeting were the followings: 

 

Freedom of Speech and Sedition 

 

SUHAKAM cherishes the principle of freedom of speech and expression as the 

core tenet of democracy.  SUHAKAM recognizes that freedom of speech and 

expression is not without limitation.  It is subject to various legal curtailments. 

 

In relation to the recent move to invoke the Sedition Act in certain matters, 

SUHAKAM states that in the event that such invocation is found absolutely 

necessary by the authorities, SUHAKAM implores the authorities to uphold the 

provision of Article 8 of the Federal Constitution so that the enforcement of such 

laws be seen to be effected equally on all persons. 



 

 

Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Linggam Video-Clip 

 

SUHAKAM notes that the Royal Commission pertaining to the Linggam Video-Clip 

has presented its Report to the Yang DiPertuan Agong recently.  SUHAKAM urges 

the authorities to make public the Report expeditiously as the hearing itself was 

public and such the findings of the public inquiry, which of great public interest 

should be made public. 

 

SUHAKAM further expresses its opinion that the decision to release this Report to 

the public must be made by the Royal Commission itself. 

 

Cheras Toll Incident 

 

SUHAKAM is concerned over the matter of alleged police brutality in relation to 

the demonstration at Bandar Mahkota Cheras on 8 May 2008 pertaining to the 

demolition of barricade put up by the toll concessionaire. 

 

SUHAKAM at its 99th Meeting has taken the decision to investigate this matter 

and may consider holding a public inquiry, if deemed necessary. 

 

- end - 
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