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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

SUHAKAM: THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO SHOW SERIOUSNESS  

IN PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF THE ORANG ASLI 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM), is deeply concerned with the recent 

reports, in particular, the Reports on ‘More Orang Asli end up being poor’ and ’50 protest land 

‘seizure’ (New Straits Times, 14 December 2008), and ‘Lake rescue’ (Star, 15 December 

2008).  

 

Poverty, land ownership and survival and livelihood of the Orang Asli are basic human rights 

of all human beings including the Orang Asli. Despite SUHAKAM’s findings that show 

deprivation of land and sources of livelihood, and repeated calls to the Government to ensure 

that the Orang Asli are not deprived of their rights, SUHAKAM continues to receive complaints 

on such nature. 

 

The duty of the Government to protect the rights of the Orang Asli in more pertinent as they 

have voted for the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples (DRIP). SUHAKAM urges the Government to ensure it commitments are translated 

into action and not merely as programmatic aspirations, and further recommends the 

following: 

 

(i) Article 26 of the DRIP guarantees the right of indigenous peoples to own, use, develop 

and control lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned, 

occupied or otherwise used or acquired. It further provides that the state has the duty 

to give legal recognition and protection of those lands and territories; 

 

Therefore, the Government must ensure that the Orang Asli have full and legal 

ownership to their native land and other territories that they traditionally owned, rather 

than just obtaining usufructuary right to those lands and the provision of Orang Asli 

reserves whose title could be easily extinguished by the Government;  

 

(ii) In poverty eradication, there is the need for the Government to ensure programmes 

benefit the Orang Asli. While poverty eradication for Orang Asli has been given great 

emphasis in Malaysia’s various national 5-year plans, it appears that they have made 

little impact. As reported by the NST on 14 December 2008, Senator Osman Bungsu, 

after the opening forum for Orang Asli Dialogue - Integrity Tour 2008, said that more 



than 50% of Orang Asli were expected to remain below the poverty level. It needs to 

be noted that the Eighth Malaysia Plan reported that in 1999, the incidence of poverty 

was 50.9%; This shows that there is little improvement of poverty amongst the Orang 

Asli since 1999; and 

 

(iii) With respect to Tasik Chini in Pahang, SUHAKAM urges the Government to ensure 

expeditious measures are taken to mitigate the adverse effects of harmful activities on 

the lake. In addition, strict monitoring must be carried out by the authorities to ensure 

that environmental offenders are brought to justice. 
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