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SUHAKAM’S RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING  

THE RIGHT TO HOLD A PUBLIC ASSEMBLY 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) believes that the right to 

freedom of peaceful assembly is an important human right that should be allowed as 

enshrined in Article 10 of the Federal Constitution and Article 20 of the United Nation 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  The practice of such right should not encroach or 

has negative effect on other people’s rights and has no intention to create violence.  

 

 

SUHAKAM’s stand on freedom of peaceful assembly has been highlighted in the Report 

of SUHAKAM Public Inquiry Into the Incident at KLCC on 28 May 2006 where several 

recommendations were made by the Panel of Inquiry. These recommendations were not 

only for the benefit of the police and government to follow but also for any person or 

persons who intend to organize a peaceful assembly or a peaceful procession: 

 

1. To notify in writing to the OCPD of the proposed assembly or procession. The Panel 

of Inquiry also recommends that the police and civil-society co-operate to work out 

details with regard to a suitable time frame for the notification and the contents of 

the notice.  
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2. The Panel of Inquiry recommends that the notice could include: 

i) the purpose of the assembly; 

ii) the time, duration and the date of the assembly; 

iii) if it is to be a procession, the form, exact route of the procession, place of 

assembly and conclusion of the procession, the types of vehicles that will be 

used in the procession;  

iv) the anticipated number of participants; 

v) contact details of the person or persons organizing the assembly; and 

vi) names of marshals from within the organizer of the assembly. 

 

3. In order to ensure minimal disruption of traffic, inconvenience to the general public, 

damage to property and prevention of injury to persons, a notification be followed 

by meetings between the organizers of the assembly and the relevant police officers 

so as to confirm the practical arrangements for the assembly or procession.  

 

4. Any person whose rights may be affected by the assembly or any arrangement 

relating to the assembly should be allowed to make an urgent application to the 

court for intervention. 

 

5. The organizers should also make arrangements with regard to crowd control. The 

Panel of Iquiry recommends that the organizers should: 

 

i) Appoint marshals to ensure a peaceful assembly or procession and that the 

practical arrangements of the assembly are met. These are analogous to the 

provisions found in South Africa’s regulations. The appointment of marshals 

should be implemented in Malaysia as they provide a focal point for members 

of an assembly and police for the purpose of consultation and liaison. The 

marshals can communicate with a liaison police officer on any developments of 

the assembly or procession, including warnings to disperse; and 

 

ii) Prohibit any person at the assembly to incite hatred or violence. 
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Though, these recommendations had been submitted to the relevant authorities, 

SUHAKAM asserts that the general public and organizers of any planned peaceful 

assembly ought to abide to the existing law and order, and exercise the right within the 

framework of public order to uphold the security of the Federation or public order. 

 

… end … 
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