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PRESS STATEMENT 

 
DEMOLITION OF PLACES OF WORSHIP 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) views with concern over the 

trend of the demolition of places of worship in Malaysia with the recent one being the 

demolition of the Sri Periyachi Amman Temple in Tambak Paya Village, Malacca.  

 

Between the years 2003 and 2006, SUHAKAM received a total of eleven memorandums 

and complaints pertaining to the demolition of places of worship, of which, 6 were 

Hindu Temples, 3 were Mosques, one each a Church and a Buddhist Temple.   

 

SUHAKAM notes that the demolition of places of worship in Malaysia has been carried 

out mostly because some structures were built without the approval of the local 

authority, while others were built on government or private land without the owner’s 

permission.    

 

However, SUHAKAM strongly believes that addressing issues pertaining to the 

demolition of places of worship should be viewed from a wider perspective rather than 

limiting it to a matter of legitimacy of occupying a land as it is a fact that a place of 

worship is directly linked to one’s religion and that it is regarded as sacred according to 

his faith. 
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Every person in this country is entitled to enjoy their right to religion as guaranteed by 

Article 11 of the Federal Constitution and Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR).  

 

Section 295 of the Penal Code provides that whoever destroys, damages, or defiles any 

place of worship, or any object held sacred by any class of persons, with the intention 

of thereby insulting the religion of any class of persons, or with the knowledge that any 

class of persons is likely to consider such destruction, damage, or defilement as an 

insult to their religion, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

 

There is a need for more respect on the sensitivities of places of worship in Malaysia in 

order to maintain harmony and unity amongst Malaysian. SUHAKAM, therefore, 

reiterates its recommendations which were made to the Ministers of Housing and Local 

Government and the Federal Territories in August 2006:  

 

i) Begin process with consultation 

 
If it is found that a place of worship is built without approval or permission, it is 

imperative that relevant authorities consult with members of the affected group 

to make the members aware of the reasons that the place of worship is to be 

demolished. This consultation will also serve as a ground where a middle solution 

can be taken.  

 

ii) Being sensitive to traditions or items held sacred 

 
It is recommended that relevant authorities or persons instructed to carry out 

demolition work be more sensitive when dealing with the religious traditions of 

and when handling items that are held sacred by persons who profess a certain 

religion. For instance, it would be wise to pull back the demolition process while 

prayers are conducted. There should be respect for the sensitivities of affected 

groups as well as to the symbols of faith expression (idols) in places of worship. 

Instead of desecrating these symbols, they could be handed over to the affected 
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group or other persons for transfer to another place of worship of the same 

faith, with permission.  

 

iii) Preserve places of worship that contributes to historical background 

 

It is also recommended that places of worship be preserved where they 

contribute to the historical background of Malaysia’s multireligious society. This 

will at the same time affirm Malaysia’s commitment to realise the society’s 

freedom of religion which is in line with Article 11 of the Federal Constitution.  

 
iv) Allow continued operation of certain places of worship 

 
Places of worship which were allowed by various authorities before the new laws 

and codes relating to land on occupation and construction were made should, as 

far possible, be allowed to continue operation.  

 

v) Provide alternative sites 

 

It is recommended that, an alternative site be reserved for members of affected 

groups to enable them to build a place of worship to replace the old structure 

which was demolished by relevant authorities.  

 

… END … 

“HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL” 

 
 
DATUK DR. DENISON JAYASOORIA 
Commissioner 
Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) 
1 August 2007 


