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HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS ON THE  

RESIDENTS OF THE TELIPOK RESETTLEMENT AREA 

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) is deeply concerned on 

wellbeing of the residents of the Telipok resettlement area in Sabah who are 

deprived of basic human rights. The dilemma of the residents was highlighted by 

the New Straits Times in its report on 3 May 2007 entitled 28 years on and still living 

like refugees. 

 

The residents of the Telipok refugee resettlement area, which involves Malaysian 

citizens either by naturalisation or marriage, are left without access to adequate 

housing, healthcare, clean and safe drinking water as well as education and safe 

environment.  

 

Whilst SUHAKAM recognises that Malaysia is not a signatory to the United Nations 

Convention Relating to the Status of the Refugees 1951 nor the Protocol Relating to 

the Status of Refugees 1967, SUHAKAM emphasises that the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) is a common standard of achievement for all peoples and 

all nations, including Malaysia, even without ratification. Guided by the articles set 

forth by the UDHR, SUHAKAM stresses that every human being, without 



distinction, is entitled to enjoy their basic human rights, which are now less than 

reachable for the residents of the Telipok resettlement area.  

 

Additionally, Malaysia is a State Party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC) which article 22 highlights the State’s responsibility to ensure refugee 

children are able to enjoy human rights.  

 

Further, Malaysia is also a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which guarantees the rights of 

all women without distinction.  

 

In this light, SUHAKAM urges the Government to ensure the human rights of the 

Telipok resettlement residents, as well as residents of other resettlement areas, 

especially the women and children, are considered as they are now living in poverty 

which may inhibit life with dignity. Ignorance to their wellbeing could take its toll 

not only to the residents but also to local residents who live side by side with this 

community.  
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