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The Universal Periodic Review (UPR), established by General Assembly resolution 

60/251 of 15 March 2006, is a new human rights mechanism of the Human 

Rights Council (HRC) under which it reviews, on a periodic basis, the fulfillment 

by each of the United Nations’ 192 Member States of their human rights 

obligations and commitments. The review on Malaysia falls on the 4th Session of 

the UPR, February 2009.  

 

The purpose of this review are: (a) the improvement of the human rights 

situation on the ground; (b) the fulfillment of the State’s human rights 

obligations and commitments and assessment of positive developments and 

challenges faced by the State; (c) the enhancement of the State’s capacity and 

of technical assistance, in consultation with, and with the consent of, the State 

concerned; (d) the sharing of best practice among States and other 

stakeholders; (e) support for cooperation in the promotion and protection of 

human rights; (f) the encouragement of full cooperation and engagement with 

the Council, other human rights bodies and Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR).  

 



 

 

 

 

According to HRC resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, States are encouraged to 

prepare the information they submit through a broad consultation process at the 

national level with all relevant stakeholders which in the case of Malaysia 

includes the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) and Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGOs). Aside from the State’s (Government’s) 

submission of its UPR, SUHAKAM and NGOs may also submit separately their 

own reports for the UPR on Malaysia.  

 

In response to SUHAKAM’s invitation to all, 16 representatives of national and 

regional NGOs were able to come on August 14, 2008 (Thursday) to exchange 

views on the state of human rights situation on the ground as well as their 

perception of the extent the State had not fulfilled its obligations and 

commitments on the protection and promotion of human rights in Malaysia.  

 

Among the issues raised were the right to assembly and expression; right to 

information; free and fair elections; judiciary reform; preventive detention laws; 

issues on asylum seekers, refugees and migrant workers; police brutality; 

Malaysian government’s reservations on some clauses of the Convention on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC); right to education; Islamic family law; right of 

indigenous peoples; and right to health. 

 

The meeting was held in a frank and cooperative spirit. SUHAKAM sincerely 

hopes that the same spirit will be upheld as a working standard in future 

meetings between SUHAKAM and representatives of civil society.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SUHAKAM wishes to thank all who came to share their views on particular issues 

of human rights which are of the greatest concern to Malaysians. The UPR 

exercise presents an opportunity for all stakeholders of human rights to call upon 

the State to strengthen and uphold its national and international commitments 

on human rights.   

   

Deadline for submission of stakeholders’ report is 8 September 2008.  
 

 

-- END -- 

                                   
 
 
 
 
“HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL” 
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