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EDITOR, NEWS DESK 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT  

 

SUHAKAM PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE ARREST & DETENTION OF 

THE FIVE LAWYERS OF THE KUALA LUMPUR LEGAL AID CENTRE  

 

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia hereby announced that it will conduct a 

public inquiry into the arrest and detention of five lawyers of the Kuala Lumpur Legal 

Aid Centre on 7 May 2009 at the Brickfields Police Station Kuala Lumpur.   The public 

inquiry will be conducted by a panel of three Commissioners comprising Dato’ 

Muhammad Shafee Abdullah (Chairperson), Dato’ Dr Michael Yeoh Onn 

Kheng and Dato’ Dr Denison Jayasooria. 

 

The terms of reference of the Public Inquiry are as follows:  

 

1. To determine whether the arrest and detention of the five KL LAC lawyers by the 

police at the Brickfields Police Station on May 7 2009 constitute a denial of legal 

representation and a contravention of Article 5 of the Federal Constitution and 

Section 28 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC) and therefore a violation of 

human rights; 

 

2. To determine whether there was any justification or necessity to arrest and 

detain the KL LAC Lawyers under Section 27 of the Police Act 1967 and therefore 

a violation of human rights; and 
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3. If violation of human rights occurred, to determine: 

 

i. Which person or agency was responsible; 

ii. How did such violations occur; 

iii. What administrative directives and procedures, or arrangements contributed 

to them and 

iv. What measures should be recommended to be taken to ensure that such 

violations do not reoccur. 

 

The Panel of Inquiry has fixed the inquiry on 14 - 16 August 2009 at the SUHAKAM 

Inquiry Room, Level 29, Menara Tun Razak, 50350 Kuala Lumpur. The sittings of the 

Inquiry will begin at 9.30 a.m. and conclude at 5.30 p.m.  

 

The Inquiry is open to members of the public and the press. It is to be noted 

that video or audio recording of the Inquiry by members of the public or the press will 

not be allowed. (See Annex A for a fuller version of the Rules of Procedure and 

Practice). 

 

As investigations are still on-going, the number of witnesses testifying during the 

Inquiry has yet to be confirmed. Subpoenas will be issued in due course to relevant 

witnesses including members of the public, the press and the Police. This power will be 

exercised pursuant to section 14(1)(a) of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 

1999 which empowers the Commission to procure and receive all such evidence, written 

or oral, and to examine all such persons as witnesses as the Commission thinks 

necessary or desirable to procure or examine.   

 

Members of the public who witnessed the incident, persons who believe that 

they may be able to give relevant information and/or documents and other 
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evidence pertaining to any or all of the terms of reference set out above are 

invited to contact SUHAKAM as soon as possible.  

 

Kindly contact:  

 

 

Encik Ameer Izyanif Hamzah or Encik Shahizad Sulaiman or Miss Lau Sor Pian 

SUHAKAM  

Level 29, Menara Tun Razak  

Jalan Raja Laut  

50350 Kuala Lumpur  

Tel: 03-2612 5628 / 5623 / 5642 

Fax: 03-26125620 / 5694  

humanrights@suhakam.org.my  

 

…END…  

 

“HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL” 

 

 

 

(DATO’ MUHAMMAD SHAFEE ABDULLAH) 
Commissioner, 
Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM)  
Date: 24 July 2009    
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ANNEX A 

 

SUHAKAM PUBLIC INQUIRY 

RULES OF PROCEDURE AND PRACTICE 
 

 

I. CONDUCT OF THE INQUIRY 

a. The Panel of Inquiry is committed to a process of public hearing. However, the Panel of Inquiry, 

pursuant to section 14(1)(e) of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999 [Act 597] (the 

“1999 Act”), may at its discretion admit or exclude the public from the Inquiry or any part thereof. 

b. Pursuant to section 14(1)(a) of the 1999 Act, the Panel of Inquiry shall have the power to procure 

and receive all such evidence, written or oral, and to examine all such persons as witnesses, as the 

Panel of Inquiry thinks necessary or desirable to procure or examine. 

c. Persons wishing to give evidence at the Inquiry may approach the Panel of Inquiry. The Panel of 

Inquiry shall have the discretion to call such persons to give evidence. 

d. Pursuant to section 14(1)(b) of the 1999 Act, the Panel of Inquiry may require that the evidence, 

whether written or oral, of any witness be given on oath or affirmation, such oath or affirmation 

being that which could be required of the witness if he were giving evidence in a court of law, and 

to administer or cause to be administered by an officer authorised in that behalf by the Panel of 

Inquiry an oath or affirmation to every such witness. 

e. Pursuant to section 14(1)(d) of the 1999 Act, the Panel of Inquiry has the power to admit 

notwithstanding any of the provisions of the Evidence Act 1950 [Act 56], any evidence, whether 

written or oral, which may be inadmissible in civil or criminal proceedings. 

f. Pursuant to section 15(1) of the 1999 Act, a person who gives evidence before the Panel of Inquiry 

shall, in respect of such evidence, be entitled to all the privileges to which a witness giving 

evidence before a court of law is entitled in respect of evidence given by him before such court. 

g. Pursuant to section 15(2) of the 1999 Act, no person shall, in respect of any evidence written or oral 

given by that person to or before the Panel of Inquiry, be liable to any action or proceeding, civil or 

criminal in any court except when the person is charged with giving or fabricating false evidence. 

h. No video or audio recording of the Inquiry shall be made throughout the Inquiry unless otherwise 

authorised by the Panel of Inquiry. 

i. All persons present at the Inquiry must keep silent during the proceedings. Any unruly behaviour will 

not be tolerated and the person will be asked to leave the Inquiry. 

j. Persons wishing to address the Panel of Inquiry or persons wishing to pose question(s) to any witness 

shall write down their question(s), which shall be passed to the Panel of Inquiry. The Panel of Inquiry 

shall decide the relevancy of the question(s) and whether to pose the said question(s). 
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k. The Panel of Inquiry may at its discretion call upon observers and interested parties for their opinion. 

Unless otherwise called upon, question(s) by observers and interested parties shall be forwarded to 

the Panel of Inquiry in the manner provided in paragraph (k) above. 

l. The Panel of Inquiry may amend or dispense with these rules as the Panel sees fit to ensure fairness 

and respect for human rights. 

m. All persons present during the Inquiry shall be deemed to undertake to adhere to these rules. A 

breach of these rules by any person shall be dealt with by the Panel of Inquiry, as it sees fit. 

 

 

II. CRITERIA FOR OBSERVER STATUS AND INTERESTED PARTIES 

a. In deciding application for observer status and as interested parties to the Inquiry, the Panel of 

Inquiry shall be guided by the following criteria: 

 The applicant is directly and substantially affected by the Inquiry; 

 The applicant represents interests and perspectives essential to the successful conduct of the 

Inquiry; or 

 The applicant has special experience or expertise with respect to matters within the Panel of 

Inquiry’s terms of reference. 
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