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MUHAMMAD SHA'ANI: Prisons failed in correctional function 

SHOULD pressure groups be blamed for pushing the repeal of the 

Emergency Ordinance (EO) that has seen ex-detainees back into society 

and potentially causing a crime spike? 

This was the question posed by The Malay Mail to the groups which justified 

their demands using the human rights argument and turned the table back 

on the authorities for failing to address public concern on crime. 

Parti Keadilan Rakyat vice-president R. Sivarasa said police should be 

responsible for bringing those released under the EO to justice as there was 

ample time to do so. 

"The prime minister announced its repeal last September but it was only 

passed last November but the EO was still valid for the next six months," he said. 

"A lot of people spoke out against the EO for many months before its repeal and I believe police would have been 

informed about the decision to repeal the EO much earlier. This would given them more than enough time to plan 

their strategies." 

Sivarasa said the main issue was that those released under EO were supposed to be hardcore criminals. 

"If they are deemed dangerous and a threat to society, why didn't the police do their job in the first place and hauled 

them to court for their crimes?" he asked. 

"The EO has always been a system for temporary detention and police should have taken the initiative to charge 

these criminals in court." 

Sivarasa said police should have also put in place a rehabilitation plan for them. 

Human rights activists, such as Empower executive director Maria Chin Abdullah, maintained the EO was a 

"draconian act violating all human rights" as it did not allow a detainee fair trial and being imprisoned without a 

warrant.  

"In our country, there is no need for EO or ISA (Internal Secuirty Act) or any other draconian laws. We have enough 

laws. We have the Penal Codes. We have so many other laws to penalise them. Why justify EO?" 

She questioned the government for never implementing rehabilitation for prisoners within the prison system in the first 

place as admitted by former inspector-general of police Tun Mohammed Hanif Omar. 
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"If they know there is a problem with rehab, why didn't the home minister or the authorities do something about it? 

They were detained for so many years. There's no counselling in the prison system. 

"They have to take that responsibility, especially since this came out in a Police Commission Report years ago. Don't 

give us that excuse that there was no rehab. These detainees need rehab." 

Suhakam commissioner Muhammad Sha'ani Abdullah said there was an urgent need to have proper rehab for 

prisoners. 

"The argument that the release of EO detainees is contributing to more crime or violent crimes can also be put on 

repeat offenders. This shows the prisons have failed in their correctional function," he said. 

Suaram executive director E. Nalini said: "Many have been detained under the EO for petty crime. If crime is still on 

the increase, that shows the police and government have failed to be efficient." 

 


