
Protester claims to be beaten despite following orders 
 
Posted on 30 July 2012 - 08:32pm 

Last updated on 30 July 2012 - 09:40pm 

Alyaa Alhadjri 

newsdesk@thesundaily.com 

 
KUALA LUMPUR (July 30, 2012): A group of police personnel barged into a hotel on Jalan Tuanku 
Abdul Rahman here to seek out protesters in the lobby who were fleeing from teargas and chemical-
laced water shot during the Bersih 3.0 rally on April 28. 

Goh Ban Huat, 48, told the Suhakam inquiry into Bersih 3.0 that he was among the crowd at Dataran 
Merdeka which had sought refuge at the Swiss Inn hotel, after three or four teargas canisters landed 
near where they were standing at about 3pm. 

"We saw people running into the hotel and we followed. The hotel staff refused to let us in but we 
managed to push through," Goh told the three-member inquiry panel headed by Suhakam vice-
chairman Dr Khaw Lake Tee today. 

"I was in the lobby when the police came. They kicked open the door, barged in and went after the 
protesters who were mostly wearing the Bersih t-shirts," said the teacher at the Chong Hwa 
Independent High School in Cheras. 

He said the police were shouting "tangkap!" (catch) and "keluar!" (come out) to the protesters, and 
dragging them out by their collars, including those who were in the toilets. 

Goh said he then walked out of the hotel assuming that he would not be harmed if he followed police 
orders. 

"But I was wrong. When I went out, they beat me up and kicked me, right near the ribs, before they 
arrested and took me to Dataran Merdeka," said Goh, who was later taken to the police training 
centre in Jalan Semarak. 

Goh also testified that police had no reason to use force against the protesters as they were 
unarmed, had followed orders and were earlier seen to be in a "carnival" mood. 

To a question from ACP Jamaluddin Abdul Rahman, who held a watching brief at the inquiry, Goh 
said he was not sure if the police barged into the hotel under request from its management. 

Jamaluddin had suggested that the hotel management was unhappy with protesters using its 
facilities and thus called on the police to take action. 
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