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Semelai folk under threat since gazetting of 

wetlands reserve in Pahang 
By SHAILA KOSHY  

koshy@thestar.com.my 

 

KUALA LUMPUR: The orang asli living at Tasik Bera have been in conflict with the authorities since 

the natural freshwater wetlands system was listed as a Ramsar site. 

Kampung Gau batin (village head) Norya Abas said many laws came into play after Tasik Bera in 

Pahang was listed under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in 1994 for conservation and 

sustainable use. 

He said the Semelai had lived peacefully in the area for over 600 years only to be confronted by the 

Wildlife Act, the National Forestry Act, the Environmental Quality Act and the Fisheries Act in the last 

century. 

Norya was speaking at Suhakam’s six-day National Inquiry into the Land Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples in Temerloh which ended yesterday. 

The panel comprised its chair Tan Sri Hasmy Agam, vice-chair Datuk Dr Khaw Lake Tee, 

commissioner Jannie Lasimbang and independent consultants Datuk Dr Denison Jayasooria and Dr 

Colin Nicholas. 

Norya said a Wetlands Intenational study at the time had recorded the Semelai’s dependence on the 

natural resources there and its implication for managing the Ramsar site but no memorandum of 

understanding was drawn up. 

He said they had not asked for one because their daily activities had not been affected at the time. 

Hasmy noted that the lack of an MoU had created problems and disputes arose because there was 

no document to refer to. 

Wildlife Superintendent Aminud-din Jamin said the Ramsar site came under land laws when it was 

first gazetted but after the Wildlife Department took over its management in 2001 they referred to the 

wetlands management plan. 

He said there was no MoU but that there had been several dialogues. 

Dr Khaw pointed out that an MoU would help the Semelai know their rights in carrying out their daily 

activities and not feel threatened to fulfil an international convention. 
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Aminuddin said the agency could consider developing an MoU but it was his personal opinion. 

As for why Tasik Bera, gazetted as a reserve for “public purpose” was re-gazetted as a forest 

reserve in 2007 when it was a wetlands area, Aminuddin replied that was a question for the state 

executive council. 

“Artikel hanya terdapat dalam versi English sahaja” 

 


