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Tamil school gets promised land 

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA | streets@nstp.com.my  

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT: Ampang’s oldest Tamil school gets land from state 

to build sorely-needed facilities 

 

R. Moganraj (left) shows the parcels of state land on which the schools intends to build basic school facilities such as a 

canteen, a hall and a field. Pic by Muhd Asyraf Sawal 

AMPANG: DESPITE being the  oldest Tamil school here, SJK (T) Ampang, established 65 

years ago, does not have a common hall, a school canteen and a library. 

Hopefully, that will soon change as Ampang MP Zuraida Kamaruddin has assured the school 

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) that the state was in the process of giving the school the land 

surrounding it. 

 

"I have discussed the matter with the Ampang Jaya Municipal Council and the Land Office. 

"Approval was given last year to return the surrounding land to the school. They are now 

processing the request," she said. 

The two-session school has about 600 students and 70 teachers. 

Recently, about 200 parents, led by PTA committee members, staged a peaceful protest to 

highlight their plight to the media and Zuraida. 



They requested for four parcels of state land surrounding the school, which plans to use the land 

to build a Tamil kindergarten, a field and other facilities presently lacking. 

The school presently sits on 1,746sq m of land. 

The PTA is asking that the school be given the neighbouring plots of land: a 2,846sq m public 

field, a 1,309sq m parking lot, 2,183sq m  of land with a building occupied by Rela, and 504sq m 

of land where an MCA building stands. 

PTA representative R. Moganraj said the parents of the schoolchildren had been asking for more 

land since 2009. He said the need for land was increasingly urgent as the student populace was 

increasing by the year. 

"We want to start a Tamil kindergarten. We want our mother tongue to be taught to our children 

from pre-school," he said. 

Moganraj also wants a more conducive learning environment for the schoolchildren, too. 

Parent M. Pon Rangan said voiced another concern -- according to the proposed plan,  the Sungai 

Besi-Ulu Kelang Elevated Expressway (SUKE)  might be built close to the school. 

He said the parents were concerned that the school might be relocated to make way for the 

project. 

"There are also concerns that should the school remain, it will be facing the highway. It will not 

be conducive for learning," he said. 

He suggested that highway be realigned towards Pekan Ampang instead. "The entire community 

is against the highway development cutting across the school. 

"We urge the federal government to realign the proposed highway," he said. 

Meanwhile, Zuraida said final approval had yet to be given for the SUKE plan. 

"Those occupying the  row of shops in Kampung Melayu Ampang are also against the SUKE 

plan. 

"If the plan were to go ahead, their shops would have to be demolished," she said. 

 

 

 


