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Two journalists tell inquiry that cops 

attacked them during Bersih rally 
By TERENCE TOH  

terence.toh@thestar.com.my 

 

KUALA LUMPUR: Two journalists claimed that they had been assaulted by policemen while they 

were on duty during the Bersih 3.0 rally. 

Journalist and photographer Koh Jun Lin, 25, told the Suhakam public inquiry into the April 28 rally 

that he had been arrested after trying to take photos of a clash between policemen and 

demonstrators. 

“Two policemen saw me and they shouted ‘Letak kamera!’ (put down the camera),” said Koh, who 

works for online news portal Malaysiakini. 

“They held me by my backpack, and from there I had no choice but to follow them where they 

wanted me to go.” 

Koh said his camera and press tag were confiscated, and he was brought to a holding area at the 

Royal Selangor Club where he was held with about 200 other detainees. 

He said that along the way, he felt a “sharp jab” in his stomach, which he believed had been a punch 

by a policeman. 

Koh said his camera was returned to him, although his memory card was confiscated, and he 

managed to get his press tag from a policeman by exchanging it with his IC. 

He said he was then brought to a police training centre, where he was released immediately by a 

senior officer, who told him his arrest had been a mistake. 

Also testifying was The Sun journalist Mohd Radzi Abdul Razak, 27, who said he was kicked in the 

stomach by about seven or eight policemen at about 7pm at the crossroads of Jalan Raja Laut and 

Jalan Tunku Abdul Rahman here. 

According to him, the policemen had attacked him unexpectedly, and had continued their assault for 

over 30 seconds despite he and other journalists identifying themselves as the press. 

“I don’t know why I was beaten,” Mohd Radzi said. “I had nothing on me. I was just sitting down and 

having a cigarette.” 
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He said paramedics then brought him to Hospital Kuala Lumpur where he spent six days in 

treatment. 

The inquiry, which was chaired by Suhakam vice-chairman Datuk Dr Khaw Lake Tee and assisted 

by fellow commissioners Prof Datuk Dr Mahmood Zuhdi Abdul Majid and Detta Samen, will continue 

on July 30. 

 


