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KUALA LUMPUR: There is no justification to abolish the National Higher Education Fund 

Corporation (PTPTN) study loan as some students use it for personal expenses, MCA Youth 

chief Datuk Dr Wee Ka Siong said. 

He said the students only used a portion of their loans to pay for their fees in the higher public 

learning institutions. 

Dr Wee, who is also the Deputy Education Minister, said the students in these universities get 

between RM8,000 and RM10,000 in loans from PTPTN a year but with the government subsidy, 

their fees amounted to less than RM2,000. 

Wee said the student's personal expenses include food and entertainment, including dating and 

watching movies. 

He said the Opposition's proposal to scrap the PTPTN was a “political gimmick” to win over young 

graduates, especially the voters in the upcoming elections. 

Dr Wee said it was fine for any party to ask for more government subsidies in terms of schooling, but 

not to abolish the PTPTN. 

“We cannot use populist approaches. If we do, it might help certain parties, but create difficulties for 

others,” he said. 

Dr Wee also asked Opposition leader Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim to explain his model for abolishing 

the PTPTN without using national funds. 

On the alleged attacks on students protesting at Dataran Merdeka on Thursday, he said MCA Youth 

condemned any such behaviour. 

“We are strongly against such uncivilised people who behave like that towards students,” he said. 

Dr Wee said MCA Youth had finalised its list of candidates and would be handing it over to 

party president Datuk Seri Dr Chua Soi Lek soon. 

“In every party, the youths are the hope of the party, and those who have potential, we will forward 

their names,” he said, adding that many of the party's divisions have put forward new faces from 

MCA Youth as candidates. 
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He said the youth wing also supports the amendments made to the various Acts in Parliament, 

including the Universities and University Colleges (Amendment) Bill 2012 and Printing Presses and 

Publications (Amendment) Bill 2012. 

“This shows Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak's commitment towards political 

transformation,” he said. 
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