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KUALA LUMPUR (July 23, 2012): The initially peaceful Bersih 3.0 rally turned "chaotic" after police 
allegedly turned on protesters who were trying to disperse on April 28, witnesses testified. 

A witness in the ongoing National Human Rights Commission (Suhakam) inquiry into the Bersih 3.0 
rally testified that he was part of the thousands who had made their way to Dataran Maybank on that 
day to take part in the rally. 

Hanif Ahmad Zainuddin, 36, told the three-member panel headed by Suhakam vice-chairman Datuk 
Dr Khaw Lake Tee that he reached Masjid Jamek at about 4pm just as PAS vice-president Dr Hatta 
Ramli was giving a speech, followed by what he understood to be a dispersal order. However, he 
could not leave as the LRT station was closed. 

"I felt the mood of the crowd started to change from 4pm onwards. They were getting angry. I 
personally saw police arresting, kicking and stepping on protesters," said Hanif, who admitted that 
the crowd had thrown discarded water bottles, slippers and shoes in reaction to the tear-gas and 
water cannon. 

"The police also taunted the crowd and threw back objects towards the protesters," he said, adding 
that police arrested protesters who were trying to disperse. 

Hanif said he made his way to the river behind Masjid Jamek LRT station at about 6pm to regroup 
with friends, where he was assaulted by about 10 to 15 policemen. 

"At first we saw the policemen chasing after a young man with a camera and grabbing his memory 
card. They then suddenly turned toward us, knocked our heads and shouted 'Balik!' 'Balik!" said 
Hanif, who claimed he was dragged to an alley, kicked and punched repeatedly, before being 
arrested and taken to the police training centre (Pulapol). 

Meanwhile, Hanif's younger brother Hanafi, who also testified at the inquiry, said he and his friends 
were merely resting and waiting for the LRT to resume service when the police came and "attacked" 
them. 

"A policeman came in my direction because he thought I was wearing a Bersih t-shirt, when in fact, it 
was the Negri Sembilan football jersey," said Hanafi. 

Hanafi said his nephew who wore the yellow Bersih t-shirt was, however, grabbed and assaulted by 
the same group of 10 to 15 policemen. 

"I told him not to fight because it might get worse. 

"He was bashed up right in front of my eyes. I could not take it. I tried to break it up and the police 
turned on me as well," said Hanafi. 

The Suhakam hearing continues tomorrow. 
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