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PRESS RELEASE 
 

“THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA CALLS ON THE 
GOVERNMENT TO RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC THE REPORT OF THE 

NATIONAL TASK FORCE WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY” 
 
KUALA LUMPUR (20 MAY 2015) – The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (the 
Commission) expresses its appreciation to the Office of The Honourable Minister in the 
Prime Minister’s Department, Senator Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan, for contributing in a 
briefing session on 30 April 2015, organised by the Commission as part of its follow up plan 
to update relevant stakeholders on the current status of the Task Force to Review the Report 
of the National Inquiry on the Land Rights of the Indigenous Peoples 2014 (Task Force).  
 
The update given by the Honourable Minister’s Office to the session which was attended by 
civil society organisations, including those of the indigenous peoples, was informative and 
useful in terms of enlightening stakeholders on the status of the Task Force Report. While 
noting that the Report has been submitted to the Cabinet for its consideration and decision, 
the Commission wishes to impress upon the Government on the need for early and speedy 
action, beginning with the public release of the Report given the fact that it has been more 
than two and a half years since the completion of the Commission’s National Inquiry on the 
Land Rights of the Indigenous Peoples (NI). 
 
As highlighted in the NI Report, the Commission finds that the social and economic problems 
of indigenous peoples are caused primarily because of the violation of their rights to land, 
territories and resources. This has placed a disproportionate number of indigenous peoples 
into vulnerable situations such as extreme poverty and exploitation.  
 
The Commission also calls on the Government to ensure that the indigenous communities are 
kept abreast of the implementation status of the Commission’s recommendations, in line with 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) which the 
Government has endorsed internationally, as the indigenous communities are distressed over 
the perceived disregard of their rights to land and natural resources. 
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The Commission is committed to, and will continue its efforts to promote and protect the 
human rights of indigenous peoples. To this end, the Commission looks forward to 
implementing its follow up action plan on its National Inquiry report.  
 

-END- 
 
DATUK DR KHAW LAKE TEE 
Acting Chairman 
The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) 
20 MAY 2015 


