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PRESS RELEASE 

 

“World Refugee Day 2015: With Courage Let Us All Combine” 

 

KUALA LUMPUR (20 JUNE 2015) - The Human Rights Commission of 

Malaysia (the Commission), together with the international community commemorates the 

2015 World Refugee Day today in recognising the resilience of forcibly displaced people 

around the world due to human rights crises.  

 

This year’s theme is “with courage let us all combine.” The Commission explains that refugees 

are not economic migrants but are persons who are outside their own country and are unable 

or unwilling to return due to a well-founded fear of being persecuted because of their race, 

religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion. 

 

In signifying Government efforts to respect and protect the non-derogable right to life, the 

Government announced its decision to provide temporary shelter for up to 7,000 boat people 

fleeing persecution for one year on condition that the international community would help with 

repatriation, after initially turning them away. The Commission welcomes this humanitarian 

gesture but opines that the problem remains intractable with impermanent steps. 

 

The Commission is deeply concerned with the continuing refugee crisis, resulting in loss of 

lives and the registered refugee and asylum-seeker population in Malaysia reaching 153,004 as 

at May 2015, and reiterates its position that the Government should accede to the United 

Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 1951 (1951 Convention) as an 

exemplary Member of the United Nations (UN) that is currently serving on the UN Security 

Council. The Commission continues to believe that accession to the 1951 Convention would 

be the most judicious way of dealing with the refugee issue as in its view a State Party to the 

Convention would be in a much stronger position to obtain international assistance in dealing 

with the refugee issue, including repatriation, than continuing to stay out of the Convention.   

 

In this regard it is pertinent to quote the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr 

António Guterres, “when a door is closed, people will open a window. If the window is closed, 

people will dig a tunnel. If there is a basic need of survival, a basic need of protection, people 
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will move, whatever obstacles are put in their way – those obstacles will only make their 

journeys more dramatic.” 

 

The Commission is also alarmed with allegations of complicity, corruption and involvement 

of Malaysian law enforcement officials in the trafficking and smuggling of migrants and 

refugees. The Commission has been called on to conduct an inquiry in respect of these human 

rights concerns in line with its statutory powers. While the Commission deliberates, it urges 

the Government to immediately take firmer steps to address this humanitarian crisis in a 

dignified and humane manner, notwithstanding Parliament’s recent rejection of a motion to 

discuss the plight of Rohingya and Bangladeshi migrants stranded at our shores. 

 

As this humanitarian and security crisis affects a number of ASEAN States including Malaysia, 

the Commission urges the Government to call on the ASEAN Governments to confront issues 

concerning the legal status of these stateless refugees immediately, and to play a leadership 

role in its capacity as Chair of ASEAN to generate regional and international commitment with 

respect to international human rights law, international refugee law, international humanitarian 

law, and the law of the sea. 

 

The Commission also advises that although Malaysia is not a signatory to the 1951 Convention, 

it is still bound by customary international law not to expel or return refugees to the frontiers 

of territories where their life or freedom would be threatened, unless there are reasonable 

grounds for regarding his/her presence as a danger to the security of the country. 

 

-END- 
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